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Welcome to the Dream City Christian School Family!

Dream City Christian School is committed to providing a Christ-centered community built on academic
excellence. Resting on a foundation of discipleship, our three-pronged emphasis concentrates on
Academic Excellence, Biblical Worldview, and a strong, loving community. Our mission is for graduates
to go into the world academically prepared and strong enough, not only to defend their faith, but also
to bring light into the ever-increasing darkness. They will be prepared to Learn, Lead, and Serve.

God uniquely creates every child. Our faculty and staff partner with parents to build a lasting relationship
with Christ and develop each child in their individual God-given giftings. A well-established biblical
worldview is necessary for every student. At Dream City Christian, we are committed to preparing this
generation to thrive as true disciples of Christ amidst the challenges presented to us in the current
culture.

The following pages provide an overview of campus life and specific policies guiding administrative

decisions. We believe adherence to these policies will allow us to foster a Christ-centered community
through a common set of expectations. Thank you for being a part of the Dream City community.

Go Eagles!
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MISSION

We disciple students in biblical truth to learn, lead, and serve in an
ever-changing world.

VISION

DCCS is a Christ-centered community committed to academic excellence,
anchored in a biblical worldview.
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DISCIPLESHIP

CORE VALUES

EXCELLENCE: We pursue personal, spiritual, and academic growth, with professionalism

and integrity (Phil. 3:12-15).

BIBLICAL TRUTH: We believe that the Bible is God’s absolute truth and is the foundation

for life and learning (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

COMMUNITY: We are a loving community that exhibits the fruits of the Spirit through
healthy communication, strong friendships, and serving one another (John 17:20-23).
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Statement of Faith

The following is the doctrinal position held by Dream City Christian School. All personnel serving in any
official school capacity are expected to personally hold to these convictions and teach them. All
parents/guardians shall agree to our organization teaching these viewpoints (in an age-appropriate
manner) to the students in an effort to instill values from a Biblical-worldview. We believe the baptism
of Holy Spirit is available to all believers. It is separate from salvation. Holy Spirit brings power to the
believer to be effective withesses for Jesus, as well as He blesses us with spiritual gifts for the
encouragement of others and empowers us to yield the fruit of the Spirit. (Acts 1:4-5, 8:14-17; | Cor
12:7-11; Gal 5:22-23).

1.

2.

We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible, inerrant Word of God.

(2 Timothy 3:15-17; 2 Peter 1:21)

We believe there is one God, eternally existent in three persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
(Genesis 1:1; Matthew 28:19; John 10:30)

We believe in the deity of Christ (John 10:33):

His virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23; Luke 1:35),

His sinless life (Hebrews 4:15; Hebrews 7:26),

His miracles (John 2:11),

His vicarious and atoning death (1 Corinthians 15:3; Ephesians 1:7; Hebrews 2:9),
His resurrection (John 11:25; 1 Corinthians 15:4),

His ascension to the right hand of the Father (Mark 16:19), and

His personal return in power and glory (Acts 1:11; Revelation 19:11)

@*0oo0oTo

We believe that it is the goal of every Christian to grow in spiritual maturity through obedience
to the Word of God and the indwelling Holy Spirit. (Romans 8:13-14; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 1
Corinthians 6:19-20; Ephesians 4:30; Ephesians 5:18; 1 Corinthians 12)

We believe, according to His promise, that Jesus will physically return for His people. This truth
has been revealed to provide the believer comfort and encouragement in his life. (1
Thessalonians 4:13-18 (ESV)

We believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as male or female.
These two distinct, complementary genders together reflect the image and nature of God.
(Gen. 1:26-27) Rejection of one’s biological sex is a rejection of the image of God within that
person.

We believe that term “marriage” has only one meaning: the uniting of one man one woman in a
single, exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture. (Gen. 2:18-25). We believe that God
intends sexual intimacy to occur only between a man and a woman who are married to each
other. (1 Cor 6:18, 7:2-5; Heb 13:4). We believe that God has commanded that no intimate
sexual activity be engaged in outside of a marriage between a man and woman.

We believe that any form of sexual immorality (including adultery, fornication, homosexual
behavior, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, and use of pornography) is sinful and offensive to
God. (Matt. 15:18-20; 1 Cor 6:9-10)

We believe that in order to preserve the function and integrity of Dream City Christian School
as a local Body of Christ, and to provide a biblical role model to the Dream City Christian
community, it is imperative that all persons employed by Dream City Christian School in any
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capacity, or who serve as volunteers, agree to and abide by this Statement of Marriage,
Gender, and Sexuality. (Matt 5:16; Phil 2:14-16; 1 Thess 5:22.)

10.We believe that God offers redemption and restoration to all who confess and forsake their sin,
seeking His mercy and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. (Acts 3:19-21; Rom 10:9-10; 1 Cor
6:9-11.)

11.We believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, kindness, respect, and
dignity. (Mark 12:28-31; Luke 6:31.) Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes directed
toward an individual are to be repudiated and are not in accord with Scripture or the doctrines
of Dream City Christian School.

12.We believe that all human life is sacred and created by God in His image. Human life is of
inestimable worth in all its dimensions, including pre-born babies, the aged, the physically or
mentally challenged, and every other stage or condition from conception through natural death.
We are therefore called to defend, protect, and value all human life. (Psalm 139)

13.Final Authority for Matters of Belief and Conduct: The statement of faith does not exhaust the
extent of our beliefs. The Bible itself, as the inspired and infallible Word of God that speaks
with final authority concerning truth, morality, and the proper conduct of mankind, is the sole
and final source of all that we believe. For purposes of Dream City Christian School’s faith,
doctrine, practice, policy, and discipline, our school board is Dream City Christian School’s
final interpretive authority on the Bible’s application.

| affirm my personal agreement with Dream City Christian School’'s Statement of Faith, agree to live
consistently by the Statement of Faith, and agree to not act or advocate against the Statement of Faith.

EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY AND GOALS

Dream City Christian School (DCCS) partners with parents in their God given responsibility to “...bring
them up in the training and admonition of the Lord,” (Ephesians 6:4). DCCS is committed to the total
development of each student as they grow to develop their God-given uniqueness. We strive to meet
academic, spiritual, and community needs. Collaborating with parents, we will do all we can to
contribute to the enlightenment, health, and wholeness of every child.

We seek to promote Christian values in academic/intellectual development, biblical worldview
formation, community, and discipleship. By incorporating biblical truth in our curriculum, we seek to
teach the students that Christ is essential in order to learn, lead and serve in an ever-changing world.
We view Christian education as the foundation for lifelong learning.

Expected Student Outcomes
As the vision of Dream City Christian School is implemented, we expect to see the understanding
or application of the following measurable standards and/or changes in students:

OUR FOUNDATION

Discipleship
o Respond to the gospel message and put their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior (Mark 1:15).
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Commit to become a faithful follower of Jesus Christ in faith and action by responding to the truth
and obeying Christ's commandments (John 8:31; 14:15).

Practice spiritual disciplines among a community of believers to build them up in their faith: Prayer,
worship, meditation on the Bible, memorization of scripture, and serving others (I Tim. 4:12-13; Jude
20-21).

Seek the empowering work of the Holy Spirit to live a victorious Christian life, grow in the fruit of the
Spirit, and exercise the gifts they are given by God (Matt. 3:11; Acts 1:8; | Cor. 12:4-11; Gal. 5:22-
23; Eph. 5:18).

Share their faith and make disciples, representing the truth and grace of Jesus with humility, to fulfill
the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20; 2 Cor. 2:14-17). This includes local evangelism and seeking
opportunities for cross-cultural mission work.

PILLARS OF SUCCESS

Academic/Intellectual Development

Are committed to lifelong learning

Have the ability and desire to investigate and find information and answers to questions on their
own

Have the ability to present ideas and research in visual and/or auditory format with clarity and
quality

Know how to utilize resources including technology to find, analyze, and evaluate information

Are well prepared in all academic disciplines, and are skilled in reading, writing, speaking, listening,
thinking and problem solving.

Have knowledge and understanding of people, events, and movements in history (including church
history) and the cultures of other peoples and places

Appreciate literature and the arts and understand how they express and shape their beliefs and
values

Have a critical appreciation of languages and cultures of other peoples, dispelling prejudice,
promoting harmony, and encouraging Biblical hospitality for others

Biblical Worldview Formation

Become students of the Bible to learn God'’s plan for the world: Creation, Fall, Redemption, and
Restoration.

Cultivate curiosity about God’s world and consider ways He reveals Himself through human history,
scientific discoveries, mathematics, the arts, language, and culture to draw all people to Himself
(see Acts 17:24-31).

Develop reasoning capacities, logic, critical thinking, and sound arguments to defend their faith with
confidence and critique faulty arguments that dismiss the truths of the Bible.

Interpret current events and evaluate media and popular culture messages through the lens of
biblical truth and God’s redemptive story.

Learn about opposing worldviews and identify the ways they distort or depart from God’s redemptive
plan for the world.
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Exercise spiritual discernment and recognize the subtle ways the devil deceives people to lead them
away from the truth.

Invest skills and talents and pursue work and service opportunities that glorify God and shape
society toward a biblical worldview.

Engage in the civic process to improve society, as stewards of the rights and responsibilities of free
citizens.

Community

Recognize that every human being is created in the image of God. Treat fellow Christians and
unbelievers with dignity and respect, offering them grace and truth with love.

Build godly relationships by growing in authenticity and cultivating trust.

Prioritize family relationships and protect family values.

Resolve conflict and practice forgiveness in ways that align with biblical guidelines for Christian
community.

Accept responsibility for personal words and actions and evaluate the positive and negative
consequences of one’s choices.

Contribute to a vibrant community through participating in community events and extracurricular
opportunities.

Welcome outsiders and build bridges with those from a culture or background different from one’s
own.

Show compassion and provide support to members of the community who are struggling or
hurting.

Practice gratitude, kindness, and generosity.

COMMUNICATION EXPECTATIONS

The cornerstone of successful education is the cooperation between home and school. Please
remember the partnership between teachers and parents is an essential element for a strong,
prosperous, and successful school year for students. If a student or a parent has a concern,
complaint, or disagreement, please follow the steps listed below, patterned after Matthew 18:

1.

If you have a question regarding an assignment or a concern about the actions of a teacher or
student, please go to the teacher and attempt to resolve the problem and/or concern.

. If the problem continues, please set up a meeting with the assistant principal for elementary and

principal for JH/HS.
If the problem has not been resolved, the teacher and parent should meet with the school principal.

ACCREDITATION AND AFFILIATIONS

As DCCS continues its pursuit of excellence in academics, student achievement is a primary focus.
Student achievement requires a high standard that is supported by a meaningful curriculum. DCCS
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has earned acknowledgement from several nationally recognized agencies including the Association
of Christian Schools International (ACSI) and Cognia (formerly AdvancED) accreditation.

DCCS has built a partnership with Grand Canyon University, West-MEC, and Arizona Christian
University. Dual enrollment opportunities are offered through GCU. DCCS is also part of the GCU
Canyon Christian Consortium, which offers a scholarship for DCCS students who meet the acceptance
and attendance requirements. ACU (Arizona Christian University) offers a similar scholarship for DCCS
students.

West-MEC ACSI&

STRONGER TOGETHER

Association of Christian Schools International

WESTERN MARICOPA EDUCATION CENTER

NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY

DCCS admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges,
programs, and activities made available to students and the school. It does not discriminate based on
race, color, or national and ethnic origin in the administration of its educational policies, admission
policies, tuition assistance programs, athletics, or other school-administered programs.

DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY

Neither the teachers, staff, employees, nor administration of DCCS, shall be liable or responsible for
personal injury, which occurs as the result of any student attending the school. Parents/Guardians are
responsible to carry insurance that covers personal loss and injury for their child(ren). Additionally,
neither the teachers, staff, employees, nor the administration of DCCS shall be liable for the loss of any
private property owned by any student, parent, or guardian because of the student attending school.
The student or parent/guardian shall purchase and maintain sufficient coverage to guard against loss
of private property.

ADMISSIONS PROCESS

Students enrolling at DCCS for the first time will need to provide a copy of their birth certificate,
immunization records, and all related health records. The DCCS Admissions Director will request
student records from the student’s previous school. These records will be reviewed by the school
administration to determine if DCCS has the resources to meet the students’ needs. Students
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transferring to DCCS from another high school will have their official transcripts from their previous high
school(s) evaluated by the principal and/or the academic advisor. For K-8 grade students the parent(s)
will meet with a member of the administrative team for a brief interview. All High School students will
be interviewed by a member of the administrative team. Parents will be notified following the review if
any additional paperwork or courses are required to meet graduation and state requirements. All
international students must apply through the international office.

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS

Kindergarten students should be five (5) years of age prior to September 15t. The Kinder bridge program
is an option available for those children with birth dates who do not meet the September 15t deadline or
for those needing more time developmentally.

New students, grades K-12t, must complete the online new student application, and immunization
records must be submitted upon acceptance. A request for student records must be completed and
will be sent to the school admissions office. All new students must submit a copy of their most recent
report card/transcripts, achievement test scores, and a teacher recommendation. Before acceptance,
students are required to complete an entrance assessment.

RE-ENROLLMENT

Students are enrolled for one academic year. All students are reviewed by the administration at the
end of each school year. Students will be invited to return if they are deemed to be thriving, the student
and family continue to support the mission and vision of the school, and the family account is in good
standing. The school board reserves the right to refuse re-enroliment of a student the following year at
its sole discretion if they believe the student to have educational or behavioral needs outside of the
school's standards or the school’s ability to adequately meet the student’s needs.

DCCS also reserves the right not to extend the privilege of enrollment or re-enroliment if any
information on the application is not truthful. Any conduct by a student or parent/guardian in violation
of the Parent/Student Handbook and/or which DCCS administration considers detrimental to the
student or other students attending DCCS may not be re-enrolled.

Families must be in good financial standing to be eligible for reenrollment.

FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS

A schedule of fees is set up annually by the school board and distributed to current families before re-
enrollment.

Application Fee for New Students
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An applicant should be prepared to pay a registration fee when each child is enrolled. Payment of the
registration fee implies intent to attend. This fee is non-refundable.

Re-enrollment Fees for Current Families

Re-enrollment for the following school year occurs in January. Families are required to re-enroll their
student(s) online, and enrollment is not complete until the registration fee is paid. This fee is non-
refundable.

Lost Textbook or Computer Fees
You will be charged a fee(s) for textbooks and computers not returned at the end of the semester or
the end of the school year. These fees also apply to early withdrawals.

Tuition Policy
Tuition rates are established based on a full school year. Monthly payments begin in July and end with

final payment in May.

Base Tuition Rates for the 2026—2027 School Year:

School Grades | Rates ‘
Elementary K-6®h $11,317*
Junior High 7th - gth $13,789*
High School oth . 12t $15,440*

*Additional programs such as SOAR, International, Athletics and other programs may require additional fees.

Billing Schedule

DCCS has partnered with FACTS Management Company to help us manage the tuition payment
program. With FACTS, the school maintains decision-making control. Upon enroliment, FACTS will
assess a non-refundable annual fee of $55, and all school payments will be made through FACTS
Management.

Tuition payments are required on a monthly basis. Families may choose from the following payment
options:

e Monthly Payment Option: One full payment due on the 5th of each month.

o Bi-Monthly Payment Option: Two equal payments due on the 1st and 15th of each month.

Delinquent Account Policy

If payment is more than 15 days late, FACTS will assess a late fee of $50. Should a payment be
returned unpaid by your bank, FACTS will charge a $30 fee. Accounts 30 days in arrears could result
in the withdrawal of the student.

If an account becomes delinquent for 30 days, the student’s classes will be suspended. Classes may
be reinstated once satisfactory arrangements have been made to address the outstanding balance.
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Collections Policy

DCCS will make multiple attempts to communicate with families regarding outstanding balances. If a
payment arrangement is not established, accounts that are 30 days past due will be referred to NCS
Plus Incorporated, a licensed collection agency. If the balance remains unpaid, the account may be
reported to credit bureaus, which could impact credit reports for up to seven years.

Withdrawals

Any parent who wishes to withdraw their student must complete a “Student Withdrawal” form and
submit it to the Admissions Director and inform the classroom teacher. Since tuition is calculated based
on the entire year, reductions will not be made for family vacations or other events. Tuition is required
for the entire month during which a student is in attendance regardless of the date withdrawn. Records
will be processed once all financial obligations are satisfied.

State Scholarships

DCCS believes that Christian education is a priority and therefore desires to assist in providing
education for families with financial needs. Certified School Tuition Organizations (STOs) were
established to receive income tax credit contributions that fund scholarships for students to attend
qualified private schools in Arizona. The Empowerment Scholarship Account (ESA) is an Arizona State
program where funds that would pay for that student’s education in a neighborhood school follows that
student to whichever private school the parents choose for their child. For information, please contact
the Admissions Director.

STUDENT RECORDS REQUEST

To request a student record, you must contact our admissions department at
dccadmissions@dreamcityschools.org. This is for all in-state and out-of-state requests. If you have
questions, please call 623-561-2000 x105.

SPECIAL EDUCATION POLICY

DCCS is limited in the academic support services we can offer students with special learning needs. It
is required that any accommodation for student learning be discussed and evaluated for compatibility
with current DCCS services prior to admission.

Students at DCCS are enrolled for one academic year at a time. DCCS does have a Special Education
Department, “Serving Others with Additional Resources” (SOAR), and offers an intervention program
designed to meet the needs of students. If it has been determined that a student has educational or
behavioral needs outside the scope of the school’s resources, this will be respectfully communicated

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.
Isaiah 40:31 (NIV)
07.2026


mailto:dccadmissions@dreamcityschools.org

14

to the parents and appropriate educational organizations will be recommended. Our tiered SOAR
services may be offered at an additional cost to tuition.

The following information explains the tiered service levels and services offered at DCCS.

Tiered SOAR Services

Tier1 |e Students are placed on a SOAR support plan and are given a written support plan.

e Classroom accommodations/modifications are implemented.

e SOAR staff check in with the student’s teacher to discuss progress and review student
grades (what is working/what needs to be adjusted) weekly.

e SOAR staff reviews student’'s MAP scores to check student progress.

e SOAR staff reports to the parents monthly on student progress as well as an annual end of
the year conference with the parents is completed.

e SOAR staff keeps an eye on student’s need for district reevaluation and assists with
planning for retesting with the district if necessary

Tier2 | e Allof Tier 1is provided.

e Students receive up to two individualized instruction sessions for 30 minutes each week.

Tier 3 e All of Tier 1 is provided.

e Students receive up to five individualized instruction sessions for 30 minutes each week.

ACADEMIC SUPPORT

JH/HS Tutoring

Tutoring is available from your child’s teacher for Junior High and High School students. Arrangements
will be made based on your child’s needs. Tutoring usually takes place during advisory periods under
block schedule, or before/after school.

Parent/Teacher Conferences

Parents are always welcome to meet with their child’s teacher for a conference at any time during the
school year. Conferences are to be arranged through a phone call, e-mail, or a note to your child’s
teacher. Formal conferences between parents and teachers are scheduled at the end of the first
grading period. Teachers may request conferences throughout the school year.

COMMUNICATION EXPECTATIONS

The cornerstone of successful education is cooperation between home and school. Please remember
the partnership between teachers and parents is an essential element for a strong, prosperous, and
successful school year for students. If a student or a parent has a concern, complaint, or
disagreement, please follow the steps listed below, patterned after Matthew 18
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1. If you have a question regarding an assignment or a concern about the actions of a teacher or
student, please go to the teacher and attempt to resolve the problem and/or concern.

2. If the problem continues, please set up a meeting with the assistant principal for elementary and
principal for JH/HS.

3. If the problem has not been resolved, the teacher and parent should meet with the school principal.

SCHOOL HOURS

DCCS operates each school day on the following schedules listed below.

School Full Day Schedule:
Start Time: 8:00am
End Time: 3:00pm

School Half-Day Schedule
Start Time: 8:00am
End Time: 12:00pm

School Front Office Hours
Start Time: 7:30am
End Time: 4:00pm

CAMPUS SUPERVISION

Students are not to be on campus unsupervised before or after school. Students on campus after
3:15pm must be engaged in a school sponsored activity or on official school business.

Students K-6t"
DCCS offers an after-school enrichment program (E-Club) for students in K-6!" grade. For program
times, cost, and availability, please visit the parent resources section on the website. Please note that
an application will need to be on file before your child can attend E-Club. If your child is on campus
unsupervised before or after school, your account will be charged the E-Club one-time registration fee
and hourly rate.

Students JH/HS
Students on campus after 3:15pm must be engaged in a school sponsored activity or on official school

business.

CAMPUS SAFETY
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Report any potential threats, bullying situations, or hazards directly to the school office. The
administration will promptly evaluate all reports to ensure our campus is secure. Per state regulations,
all DCCS Staff are mandatory reporters.

The goal of our administrative team is to do our best to create and maintain open lines of
communication with our students, families, and community members. We want to continue to provide
students with as many ways to directly receive support or to report something that requires
administrative attention.

Our Commitment to Student Support and Communication

The goal of our administrative team is to foster and maintain open lines of communication with our
students, families, and community members. We are committed to providing students with multiple
ways to receive support or report concerns that require administrative attention.

We want every student to know they can rely on us for support, no matter the challenge. Whether it's
a conflict with another student, personal hardships at school or home, or a school-related issue that
needs to be addressed, we are here to help. Our mission is to support our students in every way
possible, guided by the love of Christ.

To help us achieve this, we’'ve created the “See Something, Say Something” Form. This form
allows students to share concerns either anonymously or by including their name. Once submitted, a
member of our administrative team will review the form and follow up as needed. All submissions will
be handled with professionalism and confidentiality.

John 17:20-23

Emergency Preparedness

In an emergency, text and email blasts will be sent to all DCCS families according to the information
on file. As a result, contact information must be current. To facilitate accurate information and minimize
confusion and misinformation in an emergency, students and families are asked to share only
information that is provided through the school by emergency care professionals.

Passes

If it is necessary for students to be outside their classroom during a class period, they must be going to
or coming from the designated location while carrying the appropriate school-issued pass. The
appropriate school-issued passes are hall passes; tardy passes and restroom passes. Students found
loitering will be sent to the administration office where disciplinary action may be taken.

ATTENDANCE

Student Attendance

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.
Isaiah 40:31 (NIV)
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Regular attendance prepares the student for the world of work and adult responsibilities. DCCS
expects all students to attend school regularly. Parents and students must recognize the direct
relationship which exists between academic success and regular, punctual school attendance.

The school expects parents/guardians to call the attendance line: Glendale (623) 561-2000 before
9am each day a student is absent from school. Include your child’s first and last name, grade,
parent’s, guardian’s name, and reason for the absence. If the Attendance Office does not receive a
call, the absence will be marked as unexcused. The school will make reasonable attempts, through
phone calls or emails, to inform parents/guardians of a student’s absence.

Students who are tardy must be at school by 11:30am or they will be considered absent for the day.
Conversely, a child leaving early must be present minimally from 8:00 am through 11:30 am to be
considered present for the academic day.

Classification of Absences

An absence is defined as a student’s non-attendance in the student’s assigned classroom during an
assigned period. Absences in Junior High and High School are tabulated per class period. Absences
are categorized as unexcused and excused. Below is a list outlining the different types of absences.
Please note that even if a student’s absences are excused, they can still lose course credit for
missing an excessive amount of course content.

Excused Absences
« lliness. If absent three (3) or more consecutive days, a doctor’s note is required.
e Doctor or dentist appointments
e A-doctor's note must be submitted to the school office upon the student’s return for the
absence or early dismissal to be marked as excused.
e Absences or dismissals reported as medical appointments without documentation will
be recorded as unexcused.
e This requirement applies to both full-day absences and partial-day dismissals during the
school day for medical appointments.
Long term illness or injury, submit doctor’s note to the Attendance Office
Serious family illness or a death in the family
Car accident
School business/DCCS sports/Church business
Prior notification by the parent regarding a family vacation (if approved by Administration — see
Travel Related Absence Form)

Unexcused Absences
e Any absence that has not been excused by a parent, guardian, or Administrator.
Suspensions
Multiple Tardies and/or truancies
Running late
Overslept
Traffic (excluding major accidents and unexpected construction)
“Personal” (unless otherwise approved)

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.
Isaiah 40:31 (NIV)
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Travel Related Absence Form

In order to effectively provide children with a strong academic education, it is essential that students
attend school on all regularly scheduled days. The school calendar includes many breaks and
vacation opportunities, allowing families ample time to plan trips and time off without disrupting
learning. We kindly ask that parents make every effort to ensure their children are present on
scheduled school days. Missing additional days not only impacts student learning but also places an
extra burden on teachers to provide missed work, which cannot fully replicate the value of live
instruction and classroom engagement.

If travel days are unavoidable and excused absences are being requested due to travel, an Absence
Form must be completed and submitted at least two weeks prior to a student’s absence. If the form is
not completed the absence becomes unexcused.

Medical Absence Clarity: To keep from spreading infection, children must be free of vomiting,
diarrhea, and 100.4 fever for a minimum of 24 hours before returning to school. For the same reason,
we ask parents to make immediate pick-up arrangements for their child when notified that he/she is
ill.

Extended lliness Clarity: Parents must notify the school office when they first learn of an
extended illness. Arrangements for schoolwork must be made by contacting the student’s
teacher(s). The student is responsible for completing all work by the teacher(s) designated date.

Game and Performance Day Attendance

All team members/participants must be in attendance for a minimum of 3 of the 4 class periods on the
day of an event in order to participate. Exceptions are doctor and dental appointments and absences
that have administrative approval.

K-12th Absences Due to Extracurricular Activities

Students participating in sports, clubs, and other off-campus extracurricular opportunities labeled
“School Business” must be deemed eligible* with a current grade of 70% + in all content areas before
missing class. If an absence occurs without criteria met, students will receive an unexcused absence
for all class periods missed.

*See the Athletics Handbook for academic eligibility policy details.

K-6" Grade Absences Policy
Consistent school attendance is essential for student success. To support strong learning and
academic achievement, students are expected to attend school regularly and arrive on time each
day.
Absence Limits
Students are allowed no more than 10 absences per semester:

o Semester 1: August-December

o Semester 2: January—May
When a student begins to accumulate excessive absences, it can impact their learning and progress.
Teachers and/or school administrators will notify parents via email to encourage consistent

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.
Isaiah 40:31 (NIV)
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attendance. If absences continue, a parent meeting may be scheduled to explore strategies to
support better attendance.

If the pattern continues after these efforts, the student may be placed on an attendance contract. If a
student reaches 10 absences during a semester, they may be at risk for not passing for the school
year.

Unexcused Absences and Notifications

To ensure student safety, automated emails are sent when an unexcused absence is recorded.
Parents are encouraged to regularly log in to FACTS to monitor and manage both excused and
unexcused absences.

Extenuating Circumstances

We understand that certain situations—such as medical needs or family emergencies—can arise. In
such cases, school administrators will use discretion to determine whether excused absences due to
extenuating circumstances should be counted toward the 10-absence limit. For medical concerns a

doctor’s note verifying the need is required.

We appreciate your partnership in making attendance a priority for your child’s success.

Elementary Tardy & Early Dismissal Policy

At Dream City Christian School, we believe that arriving on time and staying for the full school day
sets the tone for a successful learning experience. When students arrive late or are frequently
dismissed early, it not only disrupts their own learning but also affects the flow of the classroom and
the learning of others.

Tardies

Students are expected to be in class and ready to begin their day by 8:00 AM. Students arriving after
this time will be marked tardy. Excessive tardies disrupt the morning routine, morning devotions, and
essential academic instruction.

Early Dismissals
Just like tardies, frequent early dismissals result in missed learning time and interrupt the classroom
environment. Every minute of the school day is important.

Tracking and Consequences.
e 10 or more tardies or early dismissals in a quarter may result in a parent conference with
school administration to discuss concerns and develop a plan for improvement.
o Continued patterns may lead Continued patterns may result in the student being required to
make up missed learning time during lunch or a designated recess period, working on class
assignments or enrichment activities in a supervised setting.

Medical and Family Emergencies

We understand that occasional situations may arise. When possible, please provide advance notice
and documentation for appointments or emergencies. The administration will use discretion when
reviewing tardy and early dismissal records that involve extenuating circumstances.

We are committed to working with families to help each student thrive. Thank you for helping us
maintain a strong and consistent learning environment.

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.
Isaiah 40:31 (NIV)
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Junior High/High School Absences Policy
Absence totals are tabulated per class period, per semester.

As excessive absences start to affect learning time and student achievement, teachers and/or
administrators will notify parents via email to encourage consistent attendance. A meeting may be
scheduled to explore strategies that support improved attendance. If absences continue, the student
may be placed on an attendance contract. Once a student accumulates ten (10) absences in a class
during a semester, they may be dropped from the course and lose credit.

Automated emails are dispatched when an unexcused absence is recorded to ensure student safety.
However, parents are encouraged to use FACTS to monitor and manage their child's excused and
unexcused absences throughout the school year.

Administrators will exercise discretion to decide whether excused absences caused by extenuating
circumstances should be included in the total count of accumulated absences.

JH/HS Late Work Policy

Excused Absences: For unforeseen circumstances, students are given the equivalent days of their
absence plus one day to make up any missed work, not including weekends and holidays.

Unexcused Absences: Students will be required to make up their schoolwork but will not receive full
credit.

Grading Standards for Late Work:

e Due Date: Up to 100%
e Next Class Period: Up to 80%
« Following Class Period: Up to 60%

Teachers may specify course grading policies beyond 2 days late in their course syllabi, and
awarding credit beyond 2 days late is at each teacher’s discretion. If an assignment is not turned in
within one week of the due date, it becomes a zero.

TARDIES

Student Tardy Policy

Late arrivals affect not only your student but also your student’s classmates and the teacher. Please
be considerate and punctual. A tardy will result when a student is not in the classroom at the
designated start time of class. All students arriving to class after the designated start time will receive
a tardy in FACTS. If a Junior High or High School student is more than 30 minutes late to class, the
student may be marked absent.

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.
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If a student has a hall pass from administration or a school official, the student will not be considered
tardy. All administration and school officials will take every precaution not to issue passes except
when necessary.

Junior High/High School
Tardy totals are tabulated per class period, per semester. Chronic tardiness will lead to lunch
detention and/or a meeting with parents.

DISCIPLINE PHILOSOPHY AND POLICY

Dream City Christian Schools believes the meaning and intent of discipline is not only to correct
negatively impactful behavior, but also to build, encourage, and train students in behavior concepts
that are pleasing to God. God shows us that reproof and correction are to be administered with
measures of grace, mercy, and compassion. Discipline is ordained of God for the building of character
and training of behavior.

Christian Education is built on the premise that the Word of God establishes education of children as
the primary responsibility of the household:

e “And these words that | command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your
children and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk along the road, when you lie
down, and when you rise” (Deut. 6:6-7).

e “Hear, my son, your father's instruction, and forsake not your mother's teaching, for they are a graceful
garland for your head and pendants for your neck” (Prov. 1:8-9).

Discipline and behavior are also the responsibility of the household:

e “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first
commandment with a promise), “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” Fathers
do not provoke your children to anger but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord” (Eph.
6:1-4).

“Do not withhold discipline from a child” (Prov. 23:13-14).
o “Discipline your son, and he will give you rest; he will give delight to your heart” (Prov. 29:17).

As DCCS partners with families, it is important to understand that it is not the school’s responsibility to
manage chronic behavior issues. Our primary responsibility is to educate students, not discipline them.
There is an expectation that Dream City students will come eager to learn, with a desire to make positive
contributions to our community. It is our responsibility to ensure that the classroom environment is a
safe place for all students and that it is conducive for learning to occur.

DCCS promotes a "Healthy Classroom" concept and trains teachers in age-appropriate classroom
management strategies. Any student who chooses to disrupt the learning environment to the extent
that it interferes with others’ ability to learn will be removed from class and the parent/guardian will be
called. At the discretion of the administration, it will be determined if the student will return to class or
be sent home for the remainder of the day or be suspended. A behavioral consequence will be

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.
Isaiah 40:31 (NIV)
07.2026



22

assigned. If the student repeats the offense, a parent conference will be scheduled, and administration
will determine if the student will be allowed to continue as a student at DCCS.

While God gives parents the responsibility for discipline of their children, DCCS believes that
teamwork with parents is both biblical and essential. Parents confer this disciplinary authority to
teachers and administrators during the school day and school activities.

Through the cooperative efforts of a variety of DCCS stakeholders (including parents, students,
school and chapel staff, and administration) the following school-wide behavior matrix has been
created to provide students with a structure of expectations that will create success for all members

of our learning environments.

Dream City Christian School Behavior Matrix
Dream City Christian School follows this behavior expectations model. These consistent expectations are for all DCCS
students, in all school settings. We expect all students to follow the Learn, Lead, Serve motto.

WE are Dream City Christian!

2@ e

purpose (know why
ou are here)

*Attend school and
be on time

=Always stay in
supervised areas

istudents, staff,
and learning
environments.

*Use classroom
technology for
academic
purposes only

bathrooms and
return to class
promptly

*Clean up after
ourself

*Use equipment
and facilities as

code and team
requirements as a
student-athlete

*Show respect for
all athletic
resources (Vans,
equipment, etc.)

when itis your turn

*\Wait patiently and
respect others
(while they are
ordering

*Always walk

procedures

*Return to classin
a timely manner

*Follow sign-in
and sign-out
procedures

with purpose

*Be present and
actively listen to
worship leaders
and group leaders

areas

*Arrive at class on
time after breaks
andlunch

=Always have
student D on and
isible

All Settings Classrooms | Bathrooms & | Athletics, Gym,| Cafeterias Admin. Worship Center] Courtyard To & From
(Common Areas) Locker Rooms| & Activities Building School
*Arrive with a *Respect all *Use assigned *Follow alldress  [*Be ready to order [*Follow hall-pass |[*Arrive on time and [*Stay inassigned  |*Arrive to schoolon

time

*Enter and exit
campus at assigned
locations

*Be aware of your
surroundings

l*Seek Christin intended *Follow directions |*Respect others

every learning from Coach or Staff|personal space

opportunity
=Always wear your ID [*Always give your [*Always actwith  [*Showrespectfor [*Keep drinks and [*Be considerate |*Respectpolicies |*Reportconcerns [|*Follow safety by
and follow the dress |pest effort integrity opponents through ffood in designated |of others and their|of the Worship [to staff, security, or [using the crosswalk

DCCS community

*Report concerns to
staff (See something,

say something)

peers and staff
[through words
|and actions

*Actively
lparticipate in the
learning process

out processin
classrooms

*Respect all
community
members at school
events

ourself

*Throw trash away

our turn while
others are being
helped

*Use bathroom
[facilities and quiet
room space as
intended

*Treat school
equipment and
facilities with
respect

I [code words and actions |locations [time Center administration
E *Use appropriate |[*Respect personal *Represent DCCS
A [*Follow school language and property and others{*Be a good *Share tables with [*Always walk and |[*Return furniture to|*Follow school ith Integrity
D [|policies and olume space teammate others be aware of its designated policies with

procedures with others location integrity *Be a role model

integrity *Utilize resources|*Practice good *Practice good *Always push in

for academic and |hygiene sportsmanship chairs and return *Provide accurate [*Encourage and *Respect others

*Respect school spiritual growth furniture to and complete invite others to with your words

property and designated location |information worship together |and actions

[facilities

*Represent Christ l*Assist and *Report concerns  [*Win with honor, [*Use appropriate |[*Show respect for [*Respectworship |*Offer help to those|*Greet fellow

and DCCS through  |encourage others [to staff (See lose with grace language and front office staff |leadersand small |inneed students and DCCS
§ [words and actions  nneed something, say maintain through words group leaders community members
E something) *Attend school appropriate volumeand actions through words and [*Throw away your
R [*Beapositive *Show events and show actions frash and keep *Follow all school
v [influencein the appreciation for  |*Use sign in/sign schoolspirit +*Clean up after *\Wait patiently for campus clean protocols for entering|
E

and exiting campus

*Report unexpected
behaviors or
concerns to staff

ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY AND PROCEDURES FOR DISCIPLINE

The discipline policy will be published and reviewed with students, teachers, and administrators at

the beginning of each school year.

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.
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e The type and severity of the disciplinary response shall be related to the seriousness of the
offense and to the student’s age and previous discipline record.

e Justification for the discipline will be clearly explained to the student. Repentance and restoration
will be encouraged and an opportunity to express this resolve will be provided. A disciplinary
experience is satisfactorily concluded after the consequences have been fulfilled and when there
is genuine repentance and forgiveness.

e Detailed record keeping will be maintained so that proactive and productive communication can
be maintained between teachers, parents, and administrators.

e Suspensions and probation are only to be administered by a member of the administration team.

e Students serving suspension are still required to complete assigned work. They may receive a
zero for in-class assignments given that day. Cumulative tests or assignments taken or due on the
date of a suspension may still be completed for credit. This remains at the discretion of the
administration.

HANDBOOK INFRACTIONS AND DEFINITIONS

Minor Infractions
DCCS teachers/staff will notify parents/guardians when minor infractions occur. Minor infractions are
cumulative for one semester. Please be aware that continued or multiple minor infractions from
semester to semester may result in additional consequences including but not limited to loss of
privilege, detention, parent/teacher/student conference, parent/administration/student conference,
enforcement of probationary discipline contract, or dismissal from DCCS. These violations include but
are not limited to:

o Dress Code Violation - Appearance that does not fit within the dress code guidelines stated in school policy.

o Disrespect - Treating other students with contempt or rudeness.

e Disruption - Creating disturbances in class, on campus, or at school-sponsored events. Continual or
repeated disruptions may warrant more severe consequences (see disorderly conduct under major
infractions).

¢ Inappropriate Objects - ltems prohibited because they may disrupt the learning environment.

¢ Inappropriate Language - The use of profanity or any derogatory language stated publicly.

e Littering - Dropping or leaving objects (often garbage) on the floor or ground on campus indefinitely or for
other people to dispose of as opposed to disposing of them correctly.

e Minor Aggressive Act - The behavior of rough, boisterous play or tussles, minor confrontations, pushing
and/or shoving.

e Minor Technology Misuse - Failure to use hardware, software, electronic devices, web pages, and
networks for the intended educational use or disruption at any school facility. This includes unauthorized
access of any computer, computer system, or network.

e Public Displays of Affection - Kissing, hugging, or touching in public.

e Tardy - Failure to be at a designated location at a specific time.

Major Infractions

A student who demonstrates a major infraction to the DCCS Discipline Policy will be immediately
removed from the learning environment to the front office. At least one parent/guardian will be contacted
by a member of the DCCS administrative team to share the details of the situation and explain the
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consequence that has been assigned. The consequences for major violations will be a minimum of a
short-term off-campus suspension. Other consequences include long-term off-campus suspension,
enforcement of probationary behavior contract, or recommendation for expulsion from DCCS. These
violations include but are not limited to:

Assault - Intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly causing any physical injury to another person or intentionally
placing another person in reasonable apprehension of imminent physical injury.

Contract Violation - Failure to comply with the guidelines of an agreed upon contract.

Detention Violation - Failure to serve assigned detention.

Disorderly Conduct - Any act which disrupts the orderly conduct of a school function; behavior which
disrupts the orderly learning environment; or poses a threat to health, safety, and/or welfare of students,
staff, or others.

Disrespect to an Adult - The use of disrespectful language, profanity or any disrespect directed towards a
staff member.

Failure to Attend Assigned Learning Opportunity (ALO) - Failure to serve an assigned and required
learning opportunity.

Fighting - Students shall not fight, push, intimidate, or otherwise abuse other students.

Forgery, Falsification or Lying - The act of falsely or fraudulently marking or altering a document or verbal,
written, or electronic communication, or any verbal or written communication that is knowingly false or
fraudulent.

Insubordination — The refusal to comply with a reasonable request of an adult.

Major Technology Misuse - The use of devices, or electronic images, that offend or disturb the educational
environment.

Racism — any action or statement resulting in prejudice, discrimination, or antagonism toward individuals or
groups based on their race or ethnicity. Such attitudes and behaviors are a violation of God’s design and are
contrary to the biblical command to love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31). The Bible affirms that all
people are made in the image of God (Imago Dei) and possess inherent dignity, value, and worth regardless
of race or ethnicity.

Threat or Intimidation - A communication of an intention to inflict pain, injury, damage, or other hostile
action on someone.

Theft - Taking property that belongs to another without personal confrontation, threats, violence, or bodily
harm. Theft does not include confiscation by school authorities of property not permitted at the school. NOTE:
In the event of theft or damage, personal items brought to school are not covered by school insurance.
Trespassing - Occurs when a person(s) enters upon, or in, school property without legal justification or
without the implied or actual permission of the administration.

Truancy or Accumulation of Absences - The failure of a student to attend his or her scheduled class at
the prescribed time and place or leaving class before the prescribed ending time without authorization.
Leaving campus without permission. Using a hall-pass for a reason that it is not intended.

Vandalism or Destruction of School Property - Willful destruction or defacement of school or private
property.

Zero Tolerance

DCCS believes that certain violations of school rules and objectives warrant discipline of a more
rigorous consequence than those described in the details above. Such violations include
noncompliance with the Zero-Tolerance Policy adopted by the DCCS Community. This Zero-Tolerance
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Policy is in effect twenty-four (24) hours a day, seven (7) days a week, and three hundred and sixty-
five (365) days a year. The policy applies to violations on or off campus and commences on student
admission to DCCS.

Dream City Christian Schools has a ZERO TOLERANCE Policy for the following offenses:

o lllegal Substances - No student may have possession of any alcohol or illegal drug on campus. The
sale, possession, carrying, display or use of such substances is a violation of school regulations
and public law. Devices or paraphernalia or acting as an accessory to the event. Abuse or misuse
of prescription or over the counter medications. Possession or use of explosives, firearms, or any
other dangerous weapons on or off school grounds in an illegal manner.

e Any unlawful activity, or actions determined by administration that might compromise a student’s
Christian testimony.

o Immoral or illicit sexual behavior, including, but not limited to, any sexual activity including
requesting, sending, receiving, or distributing inappropriate messages or pictures.

Zero tolerance violations include but are not limited to the infractions listed above. Any offense of the
Zero-Tolerance Policy will result in the immediate removal of the student-at-fault from school. Once the
administration has determined a Zero-Tolerance infraction occurred, the student-at-fault shall be issued
a minimum two-week out-of-school suspension. During the interim period, if administration deems
the circumstances warrants expulsion, the administration will issue a recommendation of expulsion to
the School Board, in accordance with stated policy. The administration will present to the School Board
the facts of the occurrences including how the infraction was brought to the attention of administration,
the demonstrated willingness of the parents to work with DCCS administration, the observable attitude
of the student-at-fault, and the overall disciplinary record of the student-at-fault. The superintendent will
then ultimately determine the final decision regarding expulsion.

Future Enrollment Status of an Expelled Student

If a student is expelled from DCCS, the opportunity for future enrollment may or may not be afforded.
If the superintendent determines that an expelled student may be considered for future enrollment, a
plan will be developed with a timeline and criteria for restoration that must be agreed upon by all parties
involved. The restoration plan must include measurable and observable standards and mechanisms
used to determine if a sincere transformation has been achieved in a student's life. The purpose of the
restoration plan is to work with families who uphold and demonstrate goals for their children that are
common with the goals of DCCS. Recognizing young people make mistakes, we aspire to partner with
families that we have committed to endure hardship with, as we seek to assist in directing a child back
to the loving and forgiving arms of Jesus.

With sincere love and conviction, DCCS firmly believes that meaningful restoration cannot take place
without the willing participation and partnership of the family. Therefore, we do not intend to devote the

necessary time and resources to this process without their collaboration.

Student Probationary Contracts (Academic, Behavior, Attendance)
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After evaluation and consultation with administration, teachers/staff, and parents, circumstances may
warrant that a student be placed on a probationary contract in one of the following areas: Academic,
Behavior, and Attendance. A probationary contract may be enforced as the result of violations to the
terms that allow students to maintain “good standing” regarding academic, behavior, and attendance
expectations. A team of DCCS staff, the student, and at least one parent/guardian will meet to discuss
the violation terms and create a contract of expectations.

This contract of expectations will be enforced for at least one quarter of the academic calendar. Once
this contract is signed and enforced, any student who breaches the expectations of the contract may
be recommended to the School Board for dismissal. Additionally, students who qualify for more than
one contract within one semester may not be eligible to return to DCCS for the following semester.

At the end of the contract period there will be a meeting at which time the administration will determine
if the student is to be released from the enforced contract, continue with the enforced contract, or be
recommended for removal from DCCS.

Discipline Policy Limits

The DCCS Discipline Policy applies to students while they are on campus, in DCCS vehicles, or at
school-sponsored functions. Students may be subject to disciplinary action for conduct that occurs off
campus and outside of school hours if such behavior constitutes a violation of the Student Handbook
and is deemed to bring disrepute to the school community or compromise the student’s witness as an
image bearer of Christ.

Grounds for Dismissal
It is not the goal of DCCS to ever have to ask a student to leave. However, an effective partnership
between the family and school is essential for optimal results with the development of students. We
believe that words and attitudes are as important as visible actions. The following are considered
indicators of a breach of partnership and the DCCS Statement of Faith and are grounds for possible
dismissal:
o Attitudes Reflecting “Glamorizing of Sin”
o Students may be asked to leave if they continue to overtly continue in sinful behavior or
make choices that do not reflect a Christian lifestyle. If a student’s attitude towards a
personal sin remains repentant and serious about change, administration may allow the
student to remain in school and to work toward change.
e Attitudes which Create a Negative Atmosphere for Other Students
o Proverbs speaks repeatedly about the power of a person’s influence in others’ lives. Each
student must make their own choices, and no student can force others into wrong attitudes
or actions. Yet occasionally, an individual or group of students can create a negative
atmosphere which continues to influence others into wrong attitudes or conduct.
e Attitudes, which Continue to Diminish Spiritual Growth in Others
o This includes any kind of mocking of the things of God, or the creation of “peer pressure”
that would create challenges for others to make spiritual growth.
e Verbal and Written Abuse to Students and/or Staff
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o lItis imperative that DCCS be a safe place, even emotionally. For this reason, any verbal or
written abuse of students or staff will not be tolerated and may be grounds for dismissal.
e Disclosure of Emotional Instability
o lItis the parents/guardians' responsibility to disclose the emotional instability of a student to
administration if there is a potential harm to self or others. Failure to do so will not be
tolerated and may be grounds for dismissal.
¢ Failure of Cooperation from Parents
o DCCS believes that teamwork with parents is both biblical and essential. Should a severe
problem arise with a student, the school will try to communicate the concerns to the parents
and reach a resolution. If the attitude becomes one of blame shifting, denial, or
defensiveness on the part of the student and parent, it will not be possible to work together
for the good of the student.
o Students must be allowed to accept responsibility for wrong actions. While there is an
agreement of the strategic power of influence, each individual student must accept
personal responsibility for his or her own actions.

If a portion of this Policy is determined to be unconstitutional, unenforceable, or invalid, the
portion of this Policy shall be stricken from and construed for all purposes not to constitute a part
of this Policy, and the remaining portion of this Policy shall remain in full force and effect and
shall, for all purposes, constitute the entire Policy.

TECHNOLOGY AND ELECTRONIC DEVICE USE POLICY

Purpose of this Policy

Technology is defined as all the equipment, support sources (i.e., internet), and activities that will
enhance students' learning through:
e Providing a wealth of additional resources for reference, research, and presentations

e Consulting with experts in a variety of fields

e Communicating with other students and individuals in content study areas, and learning to conduct
searches, evaluate resources, and locate relevant materials.

DCCS understands that electronic devices are tools that can be used to expand its students' learning
opportunities. Electronic devices open limitless possibilities; users may go virtually anywhere and
interact with anyone. With this opportunity comes responsibility. This policy will outline what behavior
is expected of students when using technology at DCCS with guidelines on what is and is not
acceptable. Students and their parent(s)/guardian(s) should carefully read over this policy and fully
understand it before using any DCCS computers, networks, or systems.

Electronic devices are defined as any device that can access the internet, access the school
network, and upload videos and pictures.

Privacy

There can be no expectation of privacy while using DCCS provided computers, systems, networks, or
internet access. DCCS reserves the right to audit and monitor all networks and systems at any time to
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maintain the security of our data, compliance with any federal, state, or local regulations, as well as to
ensure that students are appropriately using the technology that is available to them and are following
this policy and the Parent/Student Handbook. System and device monitoring, reporting, archiving and
backups may be performed by a third-party such as contracted technology service providers who may
have incidental access to the data.

Personal Use

The technology that is made available for students to use by DCCS is only to be used in the pursuit of
education and may not be used for any personal use. The use of school devices, network, or internet
for personal gain, profit, commercial advertising, or political lobbying is prohibited.

Safety & Disclosing Information

Websites can obtain information a user submits to it. Students should not distribute information, such
as their home phone number, address, or other sensitive information, to any entity. Students should be
cautious about disclosing any personal information over the internet. No student should ever disclose
another student’s or faculty member’s personal information without his or her consent. Any recording
device, including but not limited to video and digital cameras on all electronic devices to take videos or
still pictures may not be used to slander, bully, or denigrate any student, visitor, staff member, faculty
member, and/or administrator on or off the campus at any time.

Etiquette

As a rule, one should never say something through electronic means of communication he/she would
not say in person. In addition, personal or highly charged exchanges are best managed in person. Any
mode of communication used on an electronic device should be reserved for the exchange of
information and not for emotional correspondence. Anonymous e-mail or electronic correspondence of
any kind is prohibited. Remember that when a student engages in electronic communication, they
function as an ambassador of DCCS.

Maintaining DCCS’ Electronics

All students are expected to treat school electronics and lab work areas as if they personally owned it.
This includes but is not limited to keeping devices and workstations clean, making sure wireless devices
are properly charged, reporting damaged or faulty technology to the teacher, and not eating or drinking
near electronics.

Vandalism

All claims of vandalism, whether it be personal or school property, must be reported and will be handled
by the administration on a case-by-case basis.

Printing and Copying
Students are not permitted to use campus copiers or printers unless given permission by a staff
member. Students should submit their work electronically whenever possible.
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Assigned Devices

Students may be assigned a laptop, computer, or tablet (to be referred to as a “device”) to use in the
classroom. The following is the outlined goal for providing a device to be used in the classroom:

e Collaboration, creativity, and interaction in a classroom environment
e Student organization and productivity

e Test taking and assignment completion

e Access to the internet for research and information

If a device is given to a student for classroom use, the student must follow the same care guidelines
listed to ensure devices remain available, secure, and functional:

e No food or drink around devices

e Do not use excessive force on devices

e Ensure devices remain clean after use

e Sign out or lock the device when you are away from the device
e Return the device to the teacher before leaving the classroom

Students are responsible for the device while it is in their possession. If the device is broken, vandalized,
or tampered with in any way that is not due to normal wear and tear of the device, the student will then
be held responsible for the financial cost of replacing the device.

Unacceptable Use
e Sharing Your Account with Others

Students may be assigned an individual account to access the school network and devices
(compared to a generic ‘guest’ account). Do not share your account password with others,
including other students and teachers, as you are responsible for all activity that occurs with your
account.

¢ Using Devices without Permission

At no time is it acceptable for a student to use a teacher's electronic device. Students may not
use another person’s electronics or property of DCCS to distribute any means of communication,
impersonate or perform any other activity that would be deemed inappropriate according to the
policies outlined in this handbook. Students may not alter the configuration of any school-owned
electronic device or of devices owned by other students.

e Copyright Infringement

A person may not transmit, copy, or store any copyrighted material, whether electronic or
physical, without the express permission of the copyright holder. This includes music, videos,
photos, and literary works. Remember, simply citing the author does not necessarily give you
permission to use the author’s work.

¢ Installing Unauthorized Programs or Software
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Students are not permitted to download or install any software to Dream City Christian School’s
devices or systems, including but not limited to, shareware, freeware, viruses or other malware,
packet sniffers or network monitors, or video games. The use of any intentionally harmful
programs is strongly prohibited and will be dealt with seriously.

Al Policy and Plagiarism Policy

At Dream City Christian School, we acknowledge that Artificial Intelligence (Al) technologies
have the potential to enhance student learning and engagement. DCCS is committed to using
Al technologies ethically, transparently, and responsibly. Al is an emerging and rapidly changing
technology, and the guidelines for its use at DCCS will be fluid and regularly revised.
Teachers will provide guidance on how Al can be used in their classes, and students must
always cite the use of Al tools when used. The use of Al without permission and/or the
uncited use of Al will be treated as plagiarism.

Other Unacceptable Actions to Avoid

Impersonating others

lllegal activities include copyright, patent, or other intellectual property infringement.

Sending harassing, obscene, threatening, defamatory, fraudulent, or discriminatory messages or
images

Accessing, downloading, printing, or storing any sexually explicit content

Downloading or transmitting anything contrary to the beliefs, values, and practices of DCCS

Hacking, modifying, or otherwise exploiting DCCS’ network to disrupt the computer network or to
gain access to restricted systems or files.

Circumventing security procedures or policies, including internet filtering.

Parent Communication and Social Media Policy

At Dream City Christian School, we are committed to fostering a Christ-centered community built on
trust, unity, and mutual respect. As partners in your child’s education and spiritual growth, we believe
that healthy communication between parents, staff, and administration is essential. In line with our
Christian values, we require all parents and guardians to adhere to the following guidelines:

1. Christ-Like Communication

Parents and guardians are expected to approach concerns, questions, or disagreements in a
manner that reflects Christian grace, love, and respect (Ephesians 4:29, Matthew 18:15-17).
Direct communication with the appropriate staff member or administrator is encouraged before
expressing concerns in any other venue.

. Constructive Feedback Process

e |If a concern arises, parents and guardians should:

e First, speak privately with the involved teacher or staff member.

e |If the issue is unresolved, schedule a meeting with the principal or designated
administrator.

e Always seek resolution through respectful and prayerful conversation, rather than through
public or negative channels.

. Social Media Conduct

Parents and guardians agree to refrain from:
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e Posting or sharing negative, critical, or disparaging comments about the school, staff, or other
families on social media or other public forums.
e Engaging in gossip or behavior that may harm the reputation of the school or the unity of the
community.
We encourage parents to use social media to build up, not tear down (1 Thessalonians 5:11). Any
concerns should be brought directly to school leadership in a private, respectful manner.

4. Accountability and Partnership
By enrolling your child at Dream City Christian School, you agree to uphold the values of this
policy and partner with the school in fostering a culture of encouragement, accountability, and
peace.

Violations of this policy may result in meetings with school leadership, and in cases of repeated or
serious breaches, could impact a family’s continued enrollment at the school.

Privileges

The use of technology at Dream City Christian School is a privilege, not a right. The use of the internet
and other associated network access is a privilege, not a right, and inappropriate use will result in a
cancellation of those privileges. The administration will deem what is inappropriate use and their
decision is final. In addition, the system administrators may deny access at any time as required and
deemed appropriate.

Use of DCCS technology resources must be in support of curriculum and research and consistent with
the purposes, Mission Statement, and values of DCCS. Should a student act inconsistent with the
values of DCCS as outlined in the Parent/Student Handbook, they will enter the cycle of discipline as
described in the same handbook.

Use of the DCCS network and its related computer facilities is a privilege given to school community
members. Therefore, the school provides a set of guidelines for security and acceptable use. The
administration and/or the superintendent, when appropriate will manage violations of these guidelines.

Disclaimer

DCCS will not be responsible for any damage suffered, including loss of device or loss of data resulting
from delays, non-deliveries, service interruptions, or inaccurate information. The individual operating
the electronic device accepts personal responsibility for any information obtained via the Internet or
other electronic sources. The individual operating the electronic device accepts personal responsibility
for actions on the Internet and on the school network.

STUDENTS’ USE OF PERSONAL CELL PHONES & ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Adolescents need productive struggle in social contexts to help them mature in their identity and build
healthy relationships. They also need to be aware of their surroundings, for safety and the consideration
of others. The ability to disconnect from the real world through screens and headphones is an
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increasing problem for today’s youth. The best way for our school to teach that there is more to life and
relationships than screen media is to limit screen use and to increase the time and opportunities for
relational interaction and focused engagement in real-world activities.

K-6t" Grade Mobile Device Policy

No cell phones, electronic devices, or smart watches are allowed on campus during school hours, from
8:00am — 3:00pm. Fifth (5) and sixth (6) graders who have after school activities or sports and need to
communicate with parents using their mobile devices for pickup will follow the JH/HS “Off and Away”
Mobile Device Policy for cell phone storage during the school day.

JH/HS “Off and Away” Mobile Device Policy

To preserve the academic focus of the school day and to minimize the disruptions caused by
electronics, all mobile devices should be either left at home or turned “off and away” during school
hours, from 8:00am and 3:00pm. The “off’ portion of this policy means the mobile device is either
powered down or in “airplane mode” unable to receive calls, texts, or access social media via internet
connection during school hours. The “away” portion of this policy means that mobile devices are to be
stored away in a locker or backpack and not accessed during the school day — this includes lunch and
break times. This policy applies to all electronic devices, cell phones, smart watches, ear buds,
headphones, and portable game consoles. Smart watches that are being worn for time keeping must
also be placed in airplane mode during the school day. Call/text alerts from smart watches, or attempts
to access texts, calls, or online media via a smart watch will constitute a violation of this policy.

If a student has a pressing need to use their cell phone on a particular day (l.e., custody arrangement
communication, family medical situation, etc.), they should turn in their cell phone at the front office
prior to the start of the school day and arrange to access their phone during a planned break or lunch.
The cell phone will be kept in the secure storage case until the end of day and may be picked up at
3:00pm. Ongoing special circumstances should be communicated in writing by a parent/guardian to
the JH/HS principal for review and consideration. Unplanned, critical need calls or messages that arise
during the school day may only be sent/received in the presence of a front office staff member or
administrator.

During Break and Lunch

Students are permitted to use their cell phones to purchase food and drinks at breaks and at lunch.
Students are permitted to take their phone out when they get to the front of the line. After the purchase
is made, they will need to put their cell phones away.

Cell Phone & All Electronic Device Violations*

First Violation: The first (1) time a student violates the off and away policy, the device will be
confiscated and turned into the front office by a staff member. The device will be stored in a secure
location in the front office. The student will be assigned detention by a member of the administration
team, the violation will be logged in FACTS, and parents will be notified. The student can pick up their
device from the front office after school.

Second Violation: If an electronic device is confiscated for a second (2) time within the same semester,
the device will be confiscated and turned into the front office by a staff member. The device will be
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stored in a secure location in the front office. The student will be assigned detention, the violation will
be logged in FACTS, and parents will be notified. The student can pick up their device from the front
office after school.

Third Violation: If an electronic device is confiscated for a third (3) time within the same semester, the
device will be confiscated and turned into the front office by a staff member. The device will be stored
in a secure location in the front office. The student will be assigned to a one-day off-campus suspension
by administration, the violation will be logged in FACTS, and parents will be notified. The student can
pick up their device from the front office after school. The student will no longer be allowed to have a
phone on campus.

Fourth Violation: If the electronic device is confiscated for a fourth (4th) time within one semester,
the device will be confiscated and turned into the front office by a staff member. This will be treated
as insubordination, and a meeting will be scheduled with the student, a parent, and an administrator
to determine consequences and set up a behavior contract

*If a student uses another student’s device, both students are in violation of this policy and are subject to the
above consequences. If the device is confiscated at any time, and it is found to have unacceptable media (explicit
lyrics, videos, photos, etc.), further disciplinary action may result. Upon confiscation, DCCS reserves the right to
access the device as deemed necessary with the student’s full cooperation. Any situation that arises concerning
the use of electronic devices not covered in this policy will be referred to the administration for clarification. A
student who refuses to cooperate with a staff member who is confiscating a device is showing insubordination.
Additional consequences, ranging from conference to long-term suspension, will be added to the consequences
of violating the mobile device policy, in cases of insubordination.

SEARCH AND SEIZURE

If there is probable cause to believe that evidence of a violation of school rules is contained in any desk,
locker, backpack, cell phone, camera, or any other electronic device, a search may be conducted by
administration to maintain the safety and welfare of all students.

EMERGENCY PLANNING NOTIFICATION

The safety and security of our students is our highest priority. DCCS regularly plans and practices for
emergency preparedness. Please make sure the front office has updated paperwork, medical records,
and authorized contact information at all times.

What happens during an emergency? During an emergency, school administrators will secure the
campus in what is called a lockdown. Classroom doors are locked, gates to the campus are closed and
locked, and no one is permitted to enter or exit the campus until school administrators give the all-clear
signal. If there is immediate danger, teachers will stop lessons, close window blinds, turn off lights, and
direct students to the most secure area of the classroom or building. School personnel work closely
with public safety officials during emergencies.
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During an emergency, school administrators will secure the campus as dictated in the emergency
procedure manual.

e Students may be kept on campus. In the event of immediate danger to health and safety on or in
proximity to campus, public safety officials may direct the school to keep students on campus, even
after school hours, until the all-clear signal is given.

If such an emergency occurs, students will be released only to an adult who has been identified as
a parent, guardian, or emergency contact on the student’s emergency paperwork. It is important
that this information is up to date and current.

e Students may be relocated off campus. An emergency may require students to be relocated to
a different location. Updated information by email, and/or text alert will apprise parents of the
relocation site.

What to do if your child is kept on campus during an emergency?

1. To keep phone lines free for emergency use, do not call the school. Information will be
provided by email and/or text message. This will include information on when and where to pick
up your student.

2. If you speak with your student on a cell phone, remind them of the importance of following the
directions of their teachers and public safety officials.

SECURITY CAMERAS

DCCS cares for the safety and welfare of our students and staff. To assist administrators in detecting
and deterring unacceptable behavior or activities, and to provide a historical record to assist in
investigation, security cameras are installed to monitor school/church property. All recorded images
are property of Dream City Christian School. Cameras do not monitor the inside of locker/changing
rooms or restrooms.

Audio/Video Recording Policy

To protect the privacy and safety of all students and staff, audio and video recording on campus is
prohibited without prior approval from school administration.

Parents, guardians, and visitors are not permitted to photograph, video record, or audio record students,
staff members, or classroom activities while on campus or during school-sponsored events, unless
express permission has been granted by the school. This includes, but is not limited to, the use of cell
phones, cameras, smart watches, or other recording devices.

Recording or sharing images, video, or audio of students or staff without authorization may violate
privacy rights and school policies.
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Any individual who does not comply with this policy may be asked to stop recording, leave campus,
and/or may lose campus or volunteer privileges.

We appreciate your cooperation in helping us maintain a safe, respectful, and secure environment for
all members of the DCCS community.

Security Camera Notice

To help ensure the safety and security of students, staff, and campus property, video surveillance
cameras are in use throughout school facilities and on school grounds.

These cameras may be actively monitored, and recordings may be reviewed by school administration
as needed for safety, security, and compliance with school policies.

By entering school property, individuals acknowledge that they may be recorded.

DRESS STANDARDS

Appearance impacts attitude and behavior, and research indicates it is ranked second only to
communication in qualities associated with professionalism. As part of our ongoing commitment to
prepare students for college and a Christian life of purpose, service, and leadership in a global society,
Dream City Christian School has adopted the following standards of school dress to promote a positive
learning environment and to teach the importance of context when dressing for a specific purpose or
occasion.

General Dress code expectations:
e Clothing and accessories that reference alcohol, tobacco, drugs, gangs or sexual innuendos are not allowed.
o Demonic-type depictions on any clothing, jewelry, or accessories are not permitted.
¢ Clothing may not be excessively over-sized, baggy/saggy, or sloppy in appearance.
e Hairstyles must be clean, well-groomed, with no extreme styles, as determined by administration.

DCCS requires all students to adhere to the prescribed standards of dress. The standard of dress is
applicable every school day and at all school functions including field trips, athletic events, and extra-
curricular programs. All items related to the dress code deemed inappropriate by the administration will
be enforced.

Approved Vendors

e American Outfitters: Click Here
o CLEATS Uniforms: Click Here
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Approved Clothing and Accessories
Shirts

Approved colors: Navy, Gray, Gold or White
Only DCCS polos are allowed Monday through Thursday
o Must have an academic DCCS logo on the left side of the shirt with no other logo.
Long sleeve shirts can be worn under polos but must be approved colors.
Crew sweatshirts

DCCS Spirit Wear Days:

e DCCS approved spirit wear t-shirts, tops and class t-shirts can be worn on the last school day of
the week.
o Hyper color spirit wear or hoodies with Dream City logo are no longer permitted.

Spirit Week Theme Days:

No tank or spaghetti strap tops or dresses

Shorts/Skirt/Dress length must be of the approved length (see page 22)

Yoga pants/leggings may be worn with shorts/skirts/dress of approved length over top

No holes in jeans, shorts, or skirts

Temporary hair color and face paint that covers no more than 25% of the face may be worn during
this week if it goes with the dress theme (we encourage you to apply at home)

No type of weapon is allowed with spirit wear

Male students must dress in male spirit wear and female students must dress in female spirit wear
Costumes that cause distractions or disruptions in the learning environment are not allowed

Any spirit week wear deemed inappropriate by the administration will be addressed case-by-case

Pants and Capris:

e Approved colors: Tan, Khaki, Black, Gray or Navy
e Denim jeans must be solid color and cannot have any holes, tears, frays, fading, patterns, or
embellishments.
e All pants and capris must be solid in color, clean, well fit, presentable, and neat.
o NO holes, tears, frays, fading, patterns, or embellishments.
o NO leggings, spandex, fleece, jersey, jeggings, sweatpants, exercise pants, yoga pants,
warm-ups, sweatpants, and/or joggers.
o NO undergarments showing

Shorts/Skorts:

e Approved colors: Tan, Khaki, Black, Gray, Navy
o Dennis Plaid Pattern is still acceptable
e Minimum length: four (4) inches above the knee.
e Denim must be solid color (blue or black only) and cannot have any holes, tears, frays, fading,
patterns, or embellishments.
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e All shorts/skorts must be solid in color, clean well fit, presentable, and neat.
o NO holes, tears, frays, fading, or embellishments.
o NO athletic material, spandex, swim, or board shorts.
o NO undergarments showing

Skirts:
e Approved colors: Tan, Khaki, Black, Gray, Navy
o Dennis Plaid Pattern is still acceptable
e Minimum length: four (4) inches above the knee.
e Denim must be solid color (blue or black only) and cannot have any holes, tears, frays, fading,
patterns, or embellishments.
e All skirts must be solid in color, clean, well fit, presentable, and neat.
o NO slits, holes, tears, frays, fading, or embellishments.
o NO undergarments showing

Dresses:

e Approved colors: Khaki or Navy
o Dennis Plaid Pattern is still acceptable
e Must have an academic DCCS logo on the dress or worn with DCCS polo.
e Minimum length: four (4) inches above the knee.
e All dresses must be clean, well fit, presentable, and neat.
o NO slits, holes, tears, frays, or embellishments.
o NO undergarments showing

Footwear:
e Footwear must be safe and fit properly.
e Approved Footwear
Tennis shoes with laces
Running shoes
Dress shoes
Boots
Athletic shoes are required to be worn for all gym classes.
Closed toed shoes, secure to the heel
e Not Approved Footwear
o NO flip-flops, slides, crocs, high heels, high platforms, slippers, or shoes with wheels or lights.
e High heels and platforms can be worn at special events approved by Administration

0O O O O O O

Outerwear:

Approved colors: Navy, Gray, Black, Gold, or White
Change to policy — all outerwear without a DCCS logo must be a full zip-up with or without hood.
Outwear must be worn over a DCCS approved logo shirt
Not Approved outerwear
o NO hooded sweatshirts (hoodies)
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Athletic Wear:

e P.E. requirements for JH/HS Weight Classes
o Athletic shoes only
o No non-scuffed shoes or hard soled shoes
e Team Sports and Competitive Basketball Teams
o Must stay in school dress code.
o Players can only wear school-issued practice gear during basketball practice.

Team Game Day Attire:

e Student-athletes will be permitted to wear their team-approved uniform tops or jackets on game day
and for Spirit Wear days.

e Any sleeveless team uniform top must have a matching shirt underneath.

e Pants, skirts, and footwear need to meet the approved dress code standard.

Accessories:

e Hats

o NO hats indoors

o NO head coverings, bandanas, beanies, and baseball caps indoors.
e Jewelry/Chains

o Modest wear and not to be excessive.

o NO chains attached or unattached to clothing.

o Earring hoops may not be larger than a quarter.

= K-6'" can only wear stud earrings.

o Nose Piercings are limited to a single stud.
e Blankets — NO blankets on campus.
e Sunglasses — Not to be worn in classrooms or school buildings.
e Tights — Can only be worn under appropriate length skirts and must be solid black, navy, or white.

Overall Appearance:
e Hair/Hairstyles
o Needs to be a natural hair color (black, brown, brunette, blonde)
o Subtle highlights are also acceptable (black, brown, brunette, blonde)
o Styled in a way that is not distracting to the learning environment
o No extreme hairstyles

Tattoos: The administration reserves the right to require students to cover visible tattoos at its
discretion, particularly if they are deemed distracting, inappropriate, or inconsistent with the values and
standards of the school community.

School Dance Dress Guidelines:
e General guidelines for all school dances will be communicated prior to event.
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Other General Guidelines:

e Any other dress code items deemed inappropriate by the administration will be addressed case-by-
case.

e |f students have issues complying with the dress code due to medical reasons (skin sensitivity,
alopecia, injuries, etc.) parents must inform the school Nurse to see what accommodation needs to
be made.

Violation Consequences for Standards of Dress (Per Semester)

First Violation: A warning is given to the student and parents are called to bring a change of clothes.
Students will not be allowed to return to class until they are fully within the dress code.

Second Violation: A warning is given to the student and the parents are called to bring a change of
clothes. Students will not be allowed to return to class until they are fully within dress code. Additionally,
Junior High and High School students will be given detention.

Third Violation: Parent is called to bring a change of clothes. Students will not be allowed to return to
class until they are fully within the dress code. Junior High and High School students will be given
detention. Administration will set up a meeting with the parents and student if dress code infractions
persist after third violation.

SIGNING STUDENTS OUT

DCCS is a closed campus, and students are to remain on campus during the student’s instructional
day. Students may not leave campus for any reason unless signed out by a parent/guardian. The office
staff may ask for identification from the parent or the designated person (parent approved) before
releasing a student.

Students 18 years and older are not allowed to sign themselves out during their instructional day.
Students old enough to drive can sign themselves out only if there has been prior written authorization
or a phone call/email to the school office granted by the parent/guardian. This communication must
include the reason for signing out along with the parent signature (written authorization) and contact
phone number. Any student found off campus without a parent/guardian signing them out will be
considered truant. This excludes students who are done with their instructional day.

VISTORS ON CAMPUS

We welcome guests and visitors to DCCS when they take the appropriate steps to check in at the
school’s front office. All visitors must present valid identification, state their destination, and obtain a
visitor’s badge.

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.
Isaiah 40:31 (NIV)
07.2026



40

ltems brought to a student during the school day must be labeled and left at the front office.
Administrative staff will call the student to the front office to pick up their item. Also, DCCS reserves
the right to prohibit a child from leaving with any adult unable to safely care for or transport them. In
some cases, for the safety of our students, DCCS may need to contact legal authorities.

SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS

DCCS recognizes that volunteers provide valuable assistance to instructional programs, to school

personnel, and to students’ educational enrichment opportunities. The school encourages volunteer

@(icipation by individuals in classrooms, preparation for and during events, on field trips, and various
er activities.

Any volunteer, which includes volunteer coaches, parents and persons assisting in the classroom, and
others who regularly supervise students or minors at DCCS, will need to fill out the Volunteer
Application. Volunteers must also complete a DCCS Background Screening form or provide a valid
fingerprint clearance card through the Arizona Department of Public Safety (DPS). There is a fee for
processing the DCCS Background Screening form.

All background screenings are valid for one (1) year from the date of approval and must be completed
annually in order to continue volunteering. In addition, all volunteers are required to sign the Volunteer
Agreement on an annual basis. Volunteers who have a current fingerprint clearance card on file are
still required to sign the Volunteer Agreement each year.

Should undesirable results be returned, the principal and the school board reserve the right to ask the
volunteer to refrain from working directly with children. Volunteers may begin once all required
paperwork is complete and/or fingerprint results have been cleared.

Volunteers must sign in and out at the front office each time they are on campus.

For the safety of students, any volunteer wishing to chaperone overnight field trips must have a current
fingerprint clearance card on file with the school.

CHAPEL

Chapel is an important part of life at DCCS. It is an opportunity for students to learn and grow in a
relationship with Jesus and participate in worship. Students are required to attend Chapel. Many of our
students have come to a deeper commitment to Christ during Chapel. Students should come looking
for God to use the time to help them grow.

e Parents and siblings are welcome at Chapel, please check in at the front office.

e Each student will demonstrate proper courtesy, respect, and Christian hospitality to all guest
speakers and one another by listening carefully and behaving properly.

e No food or drinks are allowed in the Chapel.

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.
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e Students are given the opportunity to engage in praise and worship during Chapel and are
encouraged to be active participants.

Elementary Chapel
Elementary chapels are held every Monday. Student Awards are presented the first Monday of
each month.

JH/HS Chapel
JH/HS chapels are held every Wednesday. Students participate in grade-specific community
groups weekly.

LUNCHES

e Students may bring their lunch to school or order a hot lunch using MyHotLunchbox. Parents who
wish to purchase lunch for their child through MyHotLunchbox should create an account online
using the link.

e Please ensure that lunches sent from home contain nutritious well-balanced items. Some students
have food allergies, so we ask that students do not trade items from their lunches.

Food Delivery Policy
To maintain campus security and minimize disruptions to the school day, outside food deliveries are

not @mitted.

Students are not allowed to order or receive food or beverages from third-party delivery services (such
as Uber Eats, DoorDash, Grubhub, etc.) or from individuals who are not a parent or legal guardian.

Approved Deliveries:

o Food deliveries brought directly by a student’s parent or legal guardian may be accepted through
the front office.

o Allitems must be clearly labeled with the student’s name and grade.
Unapproved Deliveries:

o Deliveries from third-party services or non-approved individuals will not be accepted and will be
turned away.

e The school is not responsible for any unclaimed or refused delivery orders.
We appreciate your cooperation in helping us maintain a safe and orderly campus environment.

IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS
We abide by the Arizona Administrative Code, R9-6-702.

Updated student immunization records must be turned into the school office. If you do not want your
student to receive these vaccinations, you must complete and sign a personal belief exemption form or
medical exemption form to give to the office.

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.
Isaiah 40:31 (NIV)
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Be aware that A.R.S. §15-873 states that: “Pupils who lack documentary proof of immunization shall
not attend school during outbreak periods of communicable immunization-preventable diseases as
determined by the department of health services or local health department.”

For the most updated information click on the ADHS website.

MEDICATION PROCEDURES

We keep a school stock supply of over the counter (OTC) medications such as acetaminophen,
ibuprofen, diphenhydramine, cetirizine, Pepto Bismol, Tums, cough drops, and topical medications.
Make sure to update your consent in FACTS for these medications if you would like your child to receive
them as needed. OTC medications will not be given without parental consent. If you would prefer to
bring in your own OTC medications to the office, you may do so.

Make sure to notify the school nurse of students’ new or existing allergies to medications and any
medical conditions.

If your student has asthma or allergies that could require albuterol or epinephrine, PLEASE bring their
prescription supply to the school nurse! These medications are so important and life-saving!

We have nebulizer machines available. If you would like your child to receive a breathing treatment,
you must provide their own medication, tubing, and mask. Tubing can be used for one month or until
cloudiness forms. This is to prevent mold or bacterial growth.

All medications that are given to the school must be in their original packaging, and all prescribed
medications must be given in their original packaging with their prescription label for safety and liability.

Requests to administer herbal or homeopathic medications require a Medication Consent Form to be
completed.

All prescriptions require a physical Medication Consent Form to be completed.

Students are not allowed to carry medication unless it is an emergency/rescue medication like an
inhaler or epinephrine auto injector. Students who want to carry their medication must turn in a doctor’s
note authorizing them to carry it at school.

You will be notified when medications are about to expire. You must provide a new Medication Consent
Form for prescriptions along with the replenished supply of medication. Expired medications are subject
to be disposed of.

If your child takes medications at home, such as an ADHD medication or seizure medication, it is
recommended to notify the school nurse so that side effects or drug interactions can be monitored.

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.
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We do not carry a school stock of emergency seizure medication. If you would like to keep a supply of
your child’s emergency seizure medication, you may bring it in.

HANDBOOK PARENT AGREEMENT SIGNATURE/POLICY

Parents are asked to sign the K-12th grade Parent/Student Handbook Agreement as part of the
enrollment/ re-enrollment process. Parents are encouraged to review the handbook with their
student(s). All Junior High and High School students are required to sign the agreement form, and
these will be kept on file with the school. Signatures indicate that parents and JH/HS students have
read, agree, and will abide by the policies established in the handbook.

All DCCS students are expected to abide by the behavior expectations as stated above. Always assume
the honor code is in effect. Whether openly stated or not, the principles and policies of the parent
student handbook are continually applicable in school and out, on and off campus.

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.
Isaiah 40:31 (NIV)
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Junior High / High School

Student Guidelines
2026 — 2027
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eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.
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JH/HS STANDARDIZED TESTING

DCCS believes that every student can and should make measurable academic progress each year.
While this progress might look different for each child, our commitment to excellence demands
accountability from parents, students, and staff. One way we choose to hold ourselves accountable to
this standard is by participating in standardized testing such as NWEA MAPS Growth.

NWEA MAPS Growth Standardized Test

This standards-based test provides educators and the public with valuable information regarding the
progress of DCCS students towards mastering Arizona’s Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics
standards.

ACADEMICS

Failed Courses

Students who fail a required course must meet with the academic advisor and make immediate plans
to satisfy the failed course requirement. Seniors who fail a required first semester course must complete
an approved equivalent course by May 15t to walk at graduation. Seniors who fail a required second
semester will not walk with their class at graduation. Once the course has been completed, the student
may walk in the following year’s graduation.

Academic Probation

A student may be placed on academic probation at the discretion of the administration when a
student is not on track to graduate or fails to meet the eligibility requirements. The administration may
ask the student to leave the school when it becomes apparent that the student is not on track to
graduate. Criteria for this decision may include course work deficiencies, lack of effort, and failure to
cooperate with authority and school rules.

Some students may be accepted to attend DCCS on academic probation. This is an alert to the student
and parents that the student’s academic progress will be monitored, and the student will be expected
to apply diligent attention to their academic progress to remain in school.

Academic Recognition

The purpose of the honor roll is to recognize and encourage achievement. A student achieves honor
roll if an unweighted GPA of 3.5 to 3.99 has been earned. A student is named to the principal’s list if
an unweighted GPA of 4.0 has been achieved. Recognition occurs quarterly for junior high students
and at the end of the semester for high school students. Recipients will be announced in a weekly
newsletter and certificates will be delivered in Advisory class.

National Honor Society

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.
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This group consists of second-semester sophomores, juniors, and seniors who have attained and
maintained at least a 3.5 unweighted grade point average. Candidates are also evaluated based on
service, leadership, and character. Members will be recognized at graduation with an NHS stole.

JH/HS ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS

Within the general curriculum, academic assessment of students takes place in a variety of ways.
DCCS/Early College teachers understand not all students access content in the same ways and strive
to differentiate not only their instruction but their assessment of learning. Assessment methods include
numerical scores on students’ work, project portfolios, and final exams.

Student grades are officially recorded for transcript purposes at the end of each semester with
progress reports being available via FACTS at any time throughout the school year. DCCS uses
traditional letter grades to represent academic growth. Transcripts and report cards will be released
once all tuition and financial obligations are satisfied and books and/or student computers are
returned for the current school year.

DREAM CITY CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMIC TRACK GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
& ARIZONA UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS

Curriculum DCCS. . . . .
Area Grat_ﬂuatlon Arizona University Entrance Requirements
Requirements
4 credits
Enali . See course description book or counselor for senior
nglish 4 credits : .
level courses that meet the university entrance
requirements.
4 credits
Math 4 credits Students must complete coursework through the
pre-calculus level.
3 lab science credits
Must include at least three of the four areas:
Science 3 credits 'chemistry, physics, ggrth, and biolog!cgl
sciences. Refer to specific course descriptions
for courses that meet university entrance
requirements for each area.
Social Studies 3 credits 3 credits
Theology 4 credits 0 credit
1 CTE or fine arts credit
Students must complete one credit of fine arts from the
Fine Arts/CTE 1 credit following areas: music, art, theater, or dance, OR one
(Any combination) credit of CTE from the same program area. Refer to the
course description book for courses that meet this
university entrance requirement.
Electives 6 credits 0 credit
Modern 2 credits 2 credits
Language Students must complete 2 yrs of the same language.

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
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Total Credits

Required 27 credits 17 credits

*Students needing an alternative graduation plan will meet with the principal and academic advisor.

SAT or ACT exams may be required. Contact the college or university of your choice for specific
entrance requirements, including GPA, rank, or test scores.

Students must fulfill all the following requirements for the DCCS Academic Track:

English (4 credits) — This requirement will be met by completing one credit each of English 9,
English 10, English 11, and English 12.

Social Studies (3 credits) — This requirement will be met by completing one credit in World History,
one credit in US History, one-half credit in Economics, and one-half credit of US Government.

Math (4 credits) — This requirement will be met by earning four credits in math, one of which must
be algebra Il or algebraic functions.

Science (3 credits) — This requirement will be met by earning three credits in science, all of which
must be Lab Sciences.

Career and Technical Education (CTE) or Fine Arts (7 credit) — This requirement will be met by
completing credits in either CTE or Fine Arts.

Theology (4 credits) — This requirement will be met by successfully completing 4 credits of Bible
courses at DCCS. Any transferring student will only be required to have one credit for each year
they have been enrolled at DCCS.

Modern Language (2 credits) — This requirement will be met by successfully completing two credits
of modern language in the same language. It is up to the student and their family to check admission
requirements for specific colleges.

Electives (6 credits) — This requirement will be met by successfully completing any five credits of
elective course offerings. A maximum of one unit of elective credit will be allowed for P.E, teacher
aide, library assistant, office assistant, and other programs of this type.

*The DCCS Academic Track for Graduation listed above is for students with goals to meet university
admission requirements.

*DCCS offers a General Track for Graduation for students who intend to graduate but have arranged an
alternative path for completion with the Academic Advisor, their parents, and school administration. The
General Track eliminates the two Modern Language credit requirements and adds two additional credits of
electives (total of 8).

Dream City Christian School’s 4-Year Academic Studies (Sample)

Freshman Year Sophomore Year Junior Year Senior Year
English English English English
Science Science Science Math

Math Math Math Social Studies

Rhetoric/Debate Social Studies Social Studies Elective

Modern Language Modern Language Fine Arts-CTE Elective
Bible Physical Education Elective Elective

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
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| Elective | Bible \ Bible | Senior Theology |

NATIONAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION — NCAA

Please check with the NCAA campus advisor for information regarding NCAA academic requirements
or visit www.eligibilitycenter.com.

Early Release

Students are required to attend classes on a full-time basis throughout their high school career. If senior
students meet the requirements for graduation, they may be excused early or start the school day late
(see our students signing in/out policy).

Career Resources

Our academic advisor is available to provide information to help students make wise and mature
decisions about their future. Information and assistance are provided in the following areas: career
information, college entrance requirements, trade, and technical school options, financial aid resources,
military contacts with recruitment personnel, special programs, and youth employment opportunities.

GRADING

Grading Scale GPA Weighted GPA
90-100 = A A=40 A=50

80-89 = B B=3.0 B=4.0

70-79 = C C=20/P C=3.0
60-69 = D D=1.0 D=1.0

59-0 = F F = No credit F = No Credit
Pass/Fail N/A Credit/No Credit

HS WEIGHTED COURSES

Courses that have weighted grades are indicated in the description of the course. Weighted grades are
assigned to classes that are significantly more rigorous and provide students with multiple opportunities
to take greater ownership of their learning. Grades in these courses are weighted as follows: A = 5.0,
B = 4.0, C = 3.0. Grades of “D” are not weighted. Please be aware that many universities will
unweight grades for admission purposes. Weighted courses taken in another district must correlate
with the DCCS weighted courses for weighted credit to be awarded.

JH/HS GRADEBOOK WEIGHTING

The gradebook for all courses will be weighted as follows:

Formative: 30% (daily work, homework, exit tickets, process work, participation, etc.).
Summative: 60 % (unit exams, projects, essays, papers, etc., that reflect a final product).

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
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Isaiah 40:31 (NIV)
07.2026


http://www.eligibilitycenter.com/

49

Semester Final Exam: 10%
JH students do not take semester exams. The Summative category total for JH is weighted at 70%.

HS DUAL ENROLLMENT

4 Dual Enroliment through Dream City Christian School Early College

Grand Canyon University and DCCS have designed a cooperative program that lets students earn
high school and college credits. This program is known as Dream City Christian School Early
College program. These classes are held on the high school campus or online as part of the regular
school day. Dual credit classes will only be offered on campus if a qualified teacher is
available®. If students are to receive college credit, they must register and pay discounted college
tuition through Grand Canyon University. Upon successful completion of these courses, students
may transfer the credits to other colleges or universities. Students should check the transferability
of their courses to in-state universities by visiting: www.aztransfer.com. Acceptance and
applicability of transfer credits by out-of-state universities vary by institution.

Dual Enrollment Policy: Seven (7) and Eight (8) week online dual enrollment classes will count as .5
honors credit. It is the student’s responsibility to request an official transcript from the partner institution.
Dream City will add the earned credit(s) to the student’s high school transcript upon receipt of the official
transcript from the partner institution.

The following is the criteria for Dual Enroliment classes:

Be a sophomore or higher.

Have a cumulative GPA of 3.5 and understand this is the start of your college transcript.
Bible on campus only * if there is a schedule conflict, we will reconsider this policy.
Understand that you will have a separate college advisor and must speak to them.
Understand that you will be responsible for fees associated with these classes.

Agree to have official transcripts sent as soon as final grades are posted.

Academic advisor must be aware of the classes you are taking to create schedule correctly.
Understand that this class is a separate responsibility than DCCS classes.

Be aware of transfer requirements of the college you plan to attend.

Online opportunities are only accepted for courses not offered at DCCS. If DCCS offers the
same course, students are required to take it in-person at DCCS to obtain the Christian
worldview component of the course. If there is a schedule conflict, an exception to this policy
may be considered.

Courses that may be offered for dual credit include:

Dual Enroliment Courses Offered Online Through Grand Canyon University
Click to view classes: CLICK
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Please check with the academic advisor office for opportunities for additional dual enrollment courses
offered through various universities.

Course fees and activity expenses:

Please see course descriptions for specific course fees and activity expenses. Fundraising and
donations may help defray the cost of participating in these activities.

Additional Opportunities:

West-Mec

West-MEC is a unique public-school district that focuses on hands-on learning, leadership development
training, and industry certification to help prepare today’s students for tomorrow’s careers. Since 2003,
West-MEC has grown significantly providing career and technical education across the Phoenix west
valley. All West-MEC program fees and tuition are the responsibility of the family and not DCCS.
Students who utilize ESA and STO funds for DCCS tuition will incur greater tuition fees for West-MEC.
The family is responsible for inquiring and understanding the West-MEC costs before enrolling.

Honors Program

e The high school honors curriculum is designed to provide academic acceleration and enrichment
for the ambitious student. Therefore, honors classes are given a higher academic weight than
standard classes. Please be aware that many universities will unweight grades for admission
purposes. Honors offerings in core academics are subject to teacher and scheduling availability
each semester. The following criteria must be met to be enrolled in the Honors section of classes:

o Be a sophomore or higher.

o Have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 for Honors / AP

o Have an 85% or higher in pre-requisite class (ex: in Algebra 1 you earned an 85%, you
could be in honors Geometry)

o Must maintain a B or higher to stay in honors classes.

o Have approval of pre-requisite teacher &/or prospective honors teacher and academic
advisor

o Understand that honors classes will be dropped if you fall below a 75%

Leadership classes

DCCS high school students are afforded a unique course study in leadership through programs like
Student Government, CTE, and mission trips. These learning opportunities equip students with the
necessary skills to create market-based solutions to social problems that may transform them into
proactive leaders in the future.
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JH/HS TRANSFER STUDENTS*

Students transferring into DCCS who were not afforded the opportunity to complete 3.5 units, or more,
per semester at their previous school will not be required to make-up missing units. A modified
graduation plan will be created for such students. Once enrolled at Dream City Christian school all
transferring students will be required to meet the current graduation requirements. Please note, core
graduation requirements, English, Math, Science, History, Social Studies, will not be waived.

Transferring students who were not afforded the opportunity to take Bible will not be required to makeup
this/these classes.

*This policy will be reviewed on an individual basis at the time of enrollment.

HS GRADUATION

Latin honors distinctions will be used to recognize high school graduates with an exceptional
academic record, as follows:

e Cum Laude (with distinction) — Those students who have earned a GPA of 3.500 — 3.74 will be
@ored at graduation with this distinction and will receive a gold cord.
agna Cum Laude (with high distinction) — Those students who have earned a GPA of 3.75 — 3.99
will be honored at graduation with this distinction and will receive a white sash.
e Summa Cum Laude (with highest distinction) — Those students who have earned a GPA of 4.000+
will be honored at graduation with this distinction and will receive a gold sash.

Junior High Promotion

All students must pass all core subjects (Language, Writing, Math, History, Science, and Bible) to be
promoted to the next grade level. A promotion ceremony for eighth (8) grade students will take place in
May of their graduating year. Students must demonstrate competency in all classes to walk in the eighth
(8) grade promotion ceremony and advance to high school.

HS EARLY GRADUATION

Students who meet the current graduation requirements at the end of the sixth or seventh semester
are eligible to graduate. These students will receive their diploma at the end of the school year and
may participate in graduation ceremonies.

GRADUATION DEFICIENCIES

Any seniors with deficiencies at the end of their eighth semester must complete all course work prior
to September 1st to receive a diploma from the previous scheduled cohort. Students who fail to meet
graduation requirements at the end of eight semesters of attendance will be permitted to continue in
school and carry a course load that permits them to meet graduation requirements the following year.
Students who fail to meet graduation requirements will be subject to new requirements. Students with
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deficiencies may not be allowed to participate in graduation ceremonies. Students will be given an
opportunity up to the age of 20 to fulfill the graduation requirements and receive a DCCS diploma.

JH/HS HOMEWORK POLICY

It is the philosophy of DCCS to use homework as a tool to enhance the teaching of subject material
presented in the classroom. Homework helps indicate the quality of student understanding and gives
feedback to the teacher that will assist in guiding further instruction. Therefore, homework will be
assigned to assist in the instructional process. It should not be “busy work.” With this philosophy in
mind:

e Teachers will provide students with clear expectations for homework assignments. In addition,
teachers will consistently post homework assignments on FACTS.

e Students are expected to come to class with homework completed.
e Completed and acceptable homework will be an integral part of the class grade.

JH/HS LATE WORK POLICY

Excused Absences: For unforeseen circumstances, students are given the equivalent days of their
absence plus one day to make up any missed work, not including weekends and holidays.

Unexcused Absences: Students will be required to make up their schoolwork but will not receive full
credit.

Grading Standards for Late Work:

Due Date ‘ Next Class Period Following Class Period
Up to 100% Up to 80% Up to 60%

Teachers may specify course grading policies beyond 2 days late in their course syllabi, and
awarding credit beyond 2 days late is at each teacher’s discretion. If an assignment is not turned in
within one week of the due date it becomes a zero. Administration reserves the right to extend due
dates for extenuating circumstances.

TUTORING

If a student’s grade drops below a “C” (69%), they may be required to attend tutoring during their
Advisory period or after school, until the grade improves. Students requiring more time than this should
arrange tutoring times with their teacher or with an outside tutoring service.
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GUIDANCE SERVICES

If you are uncertain about your plans after high school graduation, we suggest you start by having a
discussion with our academic advisor. They have resources which will help in your decision-making.

Schedule Changes

All schedule changes must be coordinated through and approved by the academic advisor. Students
and parents must complete a Schedule Change Request Form within seven days of the beginning of
the semester. The goal is to have a final class roster by the end of the second week of the semester.
The academic advisor, teacher and parent must approve withdrawing from a course after the two-
week cut off. Students can be moved from honors to regular courses during the school year if it is
deemed in the best interest of the student. A student may not move from a regular to an honors course
during the school year. Teachers and/or administrators may initiate a student schedule change to
improve student placement. Elective courses are full-year classes and schedules will not be made
during the year.

Transfer Credits

Transfer credits are credits for courses taken outside of DCCS. Credits from another high school will
normally be accepted at full value by DCCS for students who transfer in. No GPA credit higher than
that offered at DCCS will be calculated for transfer grades. Credits for home-schooling courses will be
accepted if the instruction was under the supervision of an accredited institution or curriculum.

All courses must be earned through DCCS’ campus and/or through approved online learning programs
while attending DCCS. Students seeking to earn credits elsewhere may appeal to the DCCS
administration for approval. Such appeals are not routinely granted.

Repeating a Class at DCCS

Students may repeat a course for credit only if the student has previously received a “D” or “F” in a
course. In the case where a student needs to retake a class due to failure, the following conditions will
be applied:

e Students who have never taken the class before are given priority in scheduling. A student would
be allowed into the class a second time only if the class size is acceptable, as determined between
the teacher and administrator. Final decisions regarding entrance to a class will be made by the
administration.

e Students will only receive credit for the classes they pass. Taking the class for the second time does
not remove the grade earned the first time from the transcript, only the credits assigned.

HS DRIVING AND PARKING REGULATIONS

Student Drivers: All high school students who intend to drive to school must complete and submit
a Student Driver Registration Form, which will be kept on file with the school administration.
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Campus safety is important to us. To ensure safe and orderly conduct of the school’'s parking lot, we
ask that students follow these guidelines:

e Students who drive to school may only park in the worship center parking lot in front of the campus.
Students may not park in the back of the school or side parking lot.

e Pedestrians always have the right of way.

e The speed limit in the parking lot does not exceed five miles per hour.

e Students are not to park in the designated visitors parking spaces.

e Students may not drive their vehicles on campus grounds.

e Students are not to go to their cars during school hours without permission and must be supervised
by an adult.

e Driving deemed unsafe or hazardous by DCCS staff will result in suspension from driving privileges
on campus or church property.

e Students park at their own risk. DCCS is not responsible for theft or damage to vehicles or items
left in a vehicle.

e Students are encouraged to always lock their cars.

Personal Items

DCCS is not responsible for any money or personal items (e.g., electronic devices) that may be lost or
stolen. Students bring personal items to school at their own risk.

Technology Guidelines for Personal Devices
Refer to the “Technology & Electronic Device Use Policy” in the Parent/Student Handbook.

JH ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL PROCEDURES

Arrival: Junior High students may arrive on campus at 7:45am. Junior High drop off area is located
between the worship center and the bridge. Students must use the crosswalk when crossing the street
and cross with caution. The gates near the gym will be open until 8am. Students will be considered
tardy for class if he/she is not in their classroom by 8:00am. After 8:00am, the student must go to the
school office and obtain a tardy slip to enter the classroom.

Dismissal: Junior High students will be picked up in the parking lot across from the worship center
and the bridge. Students must use the crosswalk when crossing the street and cross with caution.
Students are not allowed to be unsupervised on campus after school. If a student is on campus, it
must be for the following reasons:

e Sign-in to after-school tutoring with a teacher.
e Participate in a seasonal sport or after school club.

Late Sign In / Early Sign Out:
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All students who arrive at 8:00am or later need to enter through the front entrance and check in with
the receptionist. Students who regularly sign in late / out early have a sign in/out sheet they fill out every
late check in and early check out. Students are not allowed on campus if they do not have a class at
that time or they are attending a chapel/assembly. Students are required to be in dress code and abide
by the lanyard policy every time they are on campus during school hours.

HS EXTRACURRICULAR ELIGIBILITY*

The State Board of Education as mandated by the Arizona State Legislature requires that each school
must have in place a “No Pass / No Play” policy. The DCCS “No Pass / No Play” policy requires the
following listed below to be eligible to participate in any athletics, clubs, fine art teams, and/or extra-
curricular events.

“NO PASS / NO PLAY” Rules:
e A student must have a grade of 70% (C) or better in all enrolled classes.

e A student with deficient grades in a class (or classes) for two consecutive grade checks will be
ineligible to participate until a subsequent grade check indicates a passing grade.

¢ Ineligibility is declared on Mondays.

e A student cannot compete in games or competitions while ineligible, nor can they travel with their
team.

e A student can still practice with permission from the coach.

*See DCCS Athletics Handbook for full eligibility policy. Any student consistently placed on “No Pass / No Play”
may be removed from a team. The coach/advisor will counsel the student on his/her ineligibility.

Procedures:
e Monitoring of eligibility will begin the first (1) week of each season.

e Students with deficient grade(s) in a class when a grade check is conducted will be placed on a
pending list for 1 week. If the grade deficiency has not been corrected by the subsequent grade
check, the student will be declared ineligible. The assistant athletic director will verify student
eligibility on the Monday of each week and report ineligible students to their coaches. Coaches will
inform individual students of their eligibility status.

e Students may be removed from participation for continuous ineligibility from a sport or activity
after their third (3) offense.

e If a student is absent, they may not participate in any contest or practice scheduled on that day.
Exceptions to this include doctor or dental appointments and absences which have administrative
approval.
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K-6t" Grade
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KINDERGARTEN ENTRANCE AGE

Students registering for kindergarten must be five years of age on or before September 15t of the current
school year. A child may repeat kindergarten with parent approval, a teacher’'s recommendation, and
the direction of DCCS administration.

STANDARDIZED TESTING / SCHOOL ASSESSMENT

Achievement tests are administered to students to help evaluate student progress and the effectiveness
of DCCS academic programs. DCCS administers the NWEA MAPS assessment three times a year to
track student progress.

GRADE LEVEL PROMOTION

All students must meet the required number of minutes of attendance and academic requirements to
be promoted to the next grade level. Daily, punctual attendance is required for all students. Students
who do not pass a core subject (Bible, Language Arts/Reading, Math, Science, Social Studies) must
make up that content in an accredited online summer school program before the start of the following
school year to be promoted. Students may not fail and make up more than two courses to be eligible
to be promoted to the next grade level.

For our kindergarten students, a Kindergarten promotion ceremony will be held in May of their
graduating year.

ELEMENTARY REPORT CARDS & PROGRESS REPORTS

Student grades are officially recorded for transcript purposes at the end of each quarter, with progress
reports available via FACTS throughout the school year. DCCS uses traditional letter grades to
represent academic growth.

GRADING SYSTEM 15'-2"9 Grade

1. Performance at an ADVANCED level: Performance that is above grade level standards and is
clearly exemplary.

2. Performance at GRADE APPROPRIATE level: Student consistently demonstrated achievement
at grade level expectations.

3. Performance is BELOW GRADE LEVEL EXPECTATIONS: Student needs assistance. This is an
area of concern.
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GRADING SYSTEM 3" -6 Grade

At DCCS, each student is expected to work to the best of their ability. Report cards are issued four (4)
times a year. Letter grades are used on the report card to indicate the level of a student’s
achievement. These may be interpreted as follows:

A: 90 -100 B: 80 -89 C:70-79 D: 60 - 69 F: 59 — Below

PRINCIPAL’S LIST / HONOR ROLL 4*"-6'"" GRADE

The purpose of honor roll is to recognize achievement and to encourage even greater achievement.
Honor roll and principal’s list are calculated on “core” subjects only, including Math, Science, Language
Arts, Spelling, Bible, and Social Studies. Students earning a GPA of 3.5 - 3.99 will be placed on the
DCCS honor roll. Those students earning a GPA of 4.0 (all A’s in all core subject areas) will be placed
on the principal’s list.

K-6™ HOMEWORK POLICY

It is the philosophy of DCCS to use homework as a tool to enhance the teaching of subject material
presented in the classroom. Homework helps indicate student understanding quality and gives
feedback to the teacher to guide further instruction. Therefore, homework will be assigned to assist in
the instructional process. It should not be “busy work.” Homework is intended to reinforce classroom
learning and foster responsibility and independence. The expected time commitment for homework is
as follows:

e Grades K-2: No more than 30 minutes per night
e Grades 3—6: No more than 45 minutes per night

Occasional long-term projects or special assignments may require additional time. Families are
encouraged to communicate with teachers if homework regularly exceeds these timeframes or if
extenuating circumstances prevent a student from completing a homework assignment.

Homework Standards

e Teachers will provide students with clear expectations for homework assignments. In addition,
teachers will consistently post homework assignments on FACTS.

e Students are expected to come to class with homework completed.
e Completed and acceptable homework will be an integral part of the class grade.
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K-6™ LATE WORK POLICY

Excused Absences: For unforeseen circumstances, students are given the equivalent days of their
absence plus one day to make up any missed work, not including weekends and holidays.

Unexcused Absences: Students will be required to make up their schoolwork but will not receive full
credit.

Elementary Late Work will be accepted with a maximum of:

Due Date Next Day Two Days Late
Up to 100% Up to 80% Up to 60%

If an assignment is not turned in within one week of the due date it becomes a zero. Administration
reserves the right to extend due dates for extenuating circumstances.

ON CAMPUS DRIVING REGULATIONS

Campus safety is important to us. To ensure safe and orderly conduct of the school’s parking lot,
please follow these guidelines:

e Pedestrians always have the right of way.

e The speed limit in the parking lot does not exceed five miles per hour.

e Driving on DCCS campus grounds is prohibited.

e Stay off cell phones while driving on DCCS campus.

e When dropping off or picking up students, please park in appropriate spaces.

e Do not park in a handicap parking spot unless you have a visible handicap plaque.

e Do not drop off students in the parking lot.

e Do not park and or leave any vehicle along the curb at any time.

e To maintain safety, students will not be released to parents/guardians who appear to be under
the influence of controlled substances.

e All drivers must observe the one-way traffic patterns in the parking areas.

e All pedestrians may only cross street at crosswalk areas.

K-6'" GRADE ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL PROCEDURES

K-1 ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL PROCEDURES

Arrival

The arrival window for students is 7:45AM-8:00AM. Students are to be dropped off in front of the K-1
building. Parents dropping off students are to follow signs as directed and pull up in front of the K-1
building. Parents must pull forward, stop, and place their car in park when directed to enter the Drop-
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Off Zone. A staff member will come to the car, open the door, help the student out of the car, and escort
the student to the sidewalk. They will then proceed to the front of the building and to their class. Once
all cars in the Drop-Off Zone are unloaded, a staff member will direct the cars stopped in the Drop-Off
Zone to exit as a group. The next group of cars will then enter the Drop-Off Zone and the above process
will be repeated.

All vehicles must remain parked while in the Drop-Off Zone until directed to exit the area. Please have
the student ready to exit the vehicle when you pull in the Drop-Off Zone. For the safety of all please
watch and follow the direction of the staff members on duty.

Parents who elect to walk their children into the building must park in the designated parking area, help
their child exit their car, and usher their child across the marked crosswalk to the doors. Crossing will
only be permitted during a time when traffic is completely stopped, and students are unloading.

If families arrive prior to 7:45AM, they must stay with their child until the hallway doors are unlocked or
pay for E-Club services. Parents may not drop students off before 7:45AM unsupervised.

Parents arriving after 8:00AM are required to park, walk their child into the front lobby, and check their
child in at the desk. Any student arriving after 8:00AM will be marked tardy for the day.

Dismissal

Color-coded car pick-up signs are issued to each family by the classroom teacher. The sign must be
placed on the vehicle's passenger-side visor at pick-up. Families are given two designated pick-up ID
signs. All vehicles picking up a student must have a designated ID sign. Otherwise, they will be directed
to the front office.

The pick-up window for students is 2:50PM-3:10PM. Kindergarten & first grade students are to be
picked up in front of the K-1 building. Parents picking up students are to follow signs as directed and
pull up in front of the K-1 building. Parents must pull forward, stop, and place their car in park when
directed to enter the Pick-Up Zone. A staff member will escort the student to your car, open the door,
help the student inside, and close the door once the student is seated. Please keep your car in park
until directed by a staff member to pull forward. Once all cars in the Pick-Up Zone are loaded, a staff
member will direct the cars stopped in the Pickup Zone to exit as a group. The next group of cars will
then enter the Pick-Up Zone and the above process will be repeated.

All vehicles must remain parked while in the Pick-Up Zone until directed to exit the area. Please have
your student buckle up quickly and be ready to exit the Pick-Up Zone when directed. For the safety of
all students and staff members, please watch and follow the directions of the staff members on duty.

Parents who elect to park and walk to the sidewalk to pick up their child must bring the Pick-Up ID sign
with them, park in the designated parking area, walk to the sidewalk by using the crosswalk, and wait
for the designated staff member to call for their child. Please note, all students will be dismissed from
the exterior gated area. Once the student is brought to the parent, the parent must escort their child
across the marked crosswalk to their car. Crossing will only be permitted during a time when traffic is
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completely stopped, and students are loading. Parents will be unable to walk into the K-1 building
to pick up their student(s) during dismissal.

All students must be picked up no later than 3:10PM. If a child is not picked up by 3:10PM, he/she will
be sent to E-Club.

GRADES 2-6 ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL PROCEDURES

Arrival

The arrival window for students is 7:45AM-8:00AM. Students are to be dropped off at the back gate
behind the gym. Once arriving in the drop off area, parents will form two lanes as directed and pull up
to the Drop-Off Zone. Once all vehicles have pulled up to the end of the Drop-Off Zone, they will place
the car in park. Students must wait for a staff member to come to their car and open the door, at which
time they are to exit to the sidewalk. Students will then proceed to their classroom. Parents must remain
in the Drop-Off Zone with their vehicle parked until a staff member releases them to pull out. Once the
group of cars in the Drop-Off Zone exits the Drop-Off Zone, a staff member will direct the next group of
cars to enter the Drop-Off Zone.

Parents who elect to walk their children into the building must park in the outer parking spaces next to
the sidewalk, help their child exit the vehicle, and then usher their child to the sidewalk. Students are
not permitted to walk alone through the Drop-Off Zone.

If families arrive prior to 7:45AM, they must stay with their child until the hallway doors are unlocked or
pay for E-Club services. Parents may not drop students off before 7:45AM unsupervised.
Parents arriving after 8:00AM are required to park, walk their child into the front lobby, and check their
child in at the desk. Any student arriving after 8:00AM will be marked tardy for the day.

Dismissal

Color-coded car pick-up signs are issued to each family by the classroom teacher. The sign must be
placed on the vehicle's passenger-side visor at pick-up. Families are given two designated pick-up ID
signs. All vehicles picking up a student must have a designated ID sign. Otherwise, they will be directed
to the front office.

The pick-up window for students is 2:50PM-3:10PM. Second-sixth grade students are to be picked up
by the back gate behind the gym. Parents will form two lines leading into the pick-up area. Once in the
pick-up area, they will pull up to the end of the Pick-Up Zone indicated by an arrow on the road. Once
all vehicles have pulled up to the end of the Pick-Up Zone and the zone is full, they will put their car in
park. Students will be called by a staff member and will be brought to their car. The staff member will
see that the student is in the car and the door is closed. All vehicles must remain in park until all cars
in the Pick-Up Zone are loaded and a staff member releases them to pull out. Once the group of cars
in the Pick-Up Zone exits, a staff member will direct the next group of cars to enter the Pick-Up Zone.

Parents who elect to park and walk to the sidewalk to pick-up their child must bring the Pick-Up ID sign
with them, park in the outer spaces next to the sidewalk, walk to the sidewalk, and wait for their child
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to be dismissed. The parent is then responsible for ushering their child to the car. Students are not
permitted to walk through the Pick-Up Zone alone.

All students must be picked up no later than 3:10PM. If a child is not picked up by 3:10PM, he/she will
be sent to E-Club.

Late Pick-Up Fees: Students who are not registered for E-Club and are not picked up by 3:30PM will
be assessed a fee of $1.00 per minute until the child is picked up.

Students who are registered for E-Club must be picked up by 5:30PM. Any student not picked up by
5:30PM will be assessed a fee of $1.00 per minute until the child is picked up.

FIELD TRIPS

Teachers take their students on educational trips throughout the school year. Permission forms are
required to secure the parent’s participation consent and to satisfy liability consent. When buses are
used, students must travel to and from the field trip on the bus. Siblings are not permitted to attend field
trips. Fingerprint Clearance and/or Background Screening form is mandatory for anyone wishing to
chaperone a field trip. Fingerprint Clearance and/or Background Screening forms and field trip
information are in the front office.
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